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INTRODUCTION. 


HE  brief  historic  lessons  contained  in  this  book,  were  at 
first  prepared  for  the  instruction  of  an  unfortunate  young 
person,  who  was  deprived  of  all  opportunity  for  the 
acquisition  of  knowledge  by  his  own  unaided  efforts.  The 
successful  result  suggested  the  idea  of  publishing  them  for 
the  benefit,  not  only  of  those  who  may  be  subjected  to  like 
unfortunate  disabilities,  but  for  others,  whose  circumstances 
have  been  such  as  to  admit  only  of  a  very  limited  degree  of 
intellectual  culture.  The  simplicity,  that  will  be  perceived  in  the 
composition  of  the  lessons  derived  from  the  historic  Scriptures, 
will  be  accounted  for  by  the  circumstances  connected  with  their  original  design. 
This  quality,  however,  will,  it  is  believed,  impart  a  value  and  charm  to  the 
book,  that  will  commend  it  not  only  to  the  young  and  the  unlearned,  but  to 
Bible  readers  of  mature  years  and  liberal  culture. 

As  an  Introduction  to  the  following  collection  of  Scriptural  Lessons,  it  is 
proposed  to  offer  some  reasons,  showing  the  superior  claims  of  the  Bible  to 
the  earnest  attention,  study,  and  belief  of  all  classes,  whether  learned  or  un- 
learned, young  or  old ;  inasmuch  as  all  are  equally  concerned  in  the  momentous 
truths  and  teachings  it  reveals.  The  community  is  inundated  with  reading 
matter,  journals,  magazines,  romances,  histories,  philosophies,  &c,  and  the  ten- 
dency is  to  neglect  the  Holy  Word  of  God,  as  though  its  mission  were  ended, 
and  the  mighty  themes,  of  which  it  treats,  were  obsolete.  Whatever  is  done, 
therefore,  to  render  Bible  reading  more  attractive,  and  to  revive  an  interest  in 
the  sublime  truths  of  Divine  Eevelation,  will  be  regarded  with  favor  by  all 
who  believe  in  these  truths,  the  knowledge  of  which  surpasses  in  real  impor- 
tance all  other  kinds  of  knowledge. 

The  Bible  embraces  a  collection  of  books,  written,  as  is  claimed,  b>y  holy 
men,  who  were  inspired  of  God.  It  includes  both  the  Old  and  the  New  Tes- 
taments.   The  contents  of  this  Sacred  Book  come  under  a  two-fold  division, 
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viz. :  Doctrinal  and  Historical.  The  work  before  us  is  confined  principally  to 
the  latter  division. 

While  the  doctrinal  portions  of  the  Bible  have  received  earnest  thought  and 
searching  investigation  on  the  part  of  theologians  and  scholars,  the  historical 
parts  have  been  passed  over  with  less  attention  than  may  be  claimed  for  them 
on  the  ground  of  their  important  relation  to  the  Church  of  God,  to  say  noth- 
ing of  their  instructive  and  practical  value.  There  is  the  same  evidence  that 
the  Bible  histories  were  selected  and  arranged  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  as  there  is  that  the  doctrinal  and  prophetic  writings  were  so  given. 
"  All  scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God." 

From  the  testimony  of  Josephus  it  appears,  that  the  public  records  of  the 
Jews  were  kept  by  the  priests  and  other  persons  who  were  appointed  as 
depositaries  of  the  same,  and  that  the  sacred  writers  occasionally  refer  to  them, 
as  containing  testimony  to  the  facts  in  their  narratives,  and  a  more  minute 
detail  of  particulars,  which  they  omit  as  unnecessary  to  their  purpose.  For 
example,  see  reference  to  "  The  Book  of  Jasher,"  Josh.  x.  13;  2  Sam.  i.  18,  and 
to  "  The  Book  of  the  Wars  of  the  Lord,"  KTumb.  xxi.  14. 

"  The  object  of  the  historical  books  was  to  communicate  instruction  to  the 
chosen  people,  and  to  mankind  in  general ;  and  to  illustrate  the  nature  of  God's 
providence  in  small  as  well  as  in  great  occurrences,  in  particular  instances  as 
well  as  in  general  appointments  ;  they  therefore  often  descend  from  the  great 
outline  of  national  concerns  to  the  minute  detail  of  private  life.  The  relations, 
however,  of  individual  events,  that  are  occasionally  interspersed,  are  highly 
interesting,  and  admirably  develop  the  designs  of  the  Almighty,  and  the  char- 
acter of  those  times  to  which  they  are  respectively  assigned.  Those  seeming 
digressions  likewise,  in  which  the  sacred  writers  have  recorded  such  remarkable 
events  as  related  to  particular  personages,  or  such  occurrences  in  foreign  coun- 
tries as  tended  to  affect  the  interests  of  the  Hebrew  nation,  are  not  only 
valuable  for  the  religious  spirit  which  they  breathe,  but  are  to  be  admired  as 
strictly  consistent  with  the  sacred  plan."  (See  Introduction  to  Starkhouse's 
History,  &c,  Glasgow  Ed.,  1842.) 

Among  the  various  reasons,  showing  the  claims  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures  to 
our  earnest  attention  and  belief,  the  first  place  must  be  assigned  to  the  evi- 
dences of  their  Divine  authority.  It  is  not  proposed  to  *go  into  an  elaborate 
argument  for  their  Divine  authority,  but  simply  to  notice  some  obvious  facts, 
on  which  the  evidence  of  the  inspiration  and  authority  of  the  revealed 
Scriptures  rests. 

One  fact,  worthy  of  notice,  is  the  wonderful  preservation  of  the  Sacred 
Writings  amidst  the  changes  and  revolutions  of  ages.  Portions  of  them  were 
composed  more  than  three  thousand  years  ago.  No  other  historical  writings, 
known  to  us,  are  so  old  by  a  thousand  years.  The  books  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment were  in  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  Jews,  so  long  as  their  independent 
nationality  continued.  But  as  the  art  of  printing  was  unknown,  comparatively 
few  copies  were  in  existence  at  any  one  time,  and  these  were  mostly  deposited 
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their  fields :  so  all  the  land  of  Egypt 
became  Pharaoh's,  except  the  land  of 
the  priests,  which  was  not  sold. 
After  the  famine  was  over,  God 
sent  corn  and  bread  in  plenty  again. 

The  story  of  Joseph  is  won- 
derful. He  knew  not  why  God 
sent  him  to  Egypt ;  nor  why  he  was 
put  in  prison;  nor  why  he  was  so 
many  years  alone  and  sorrowful,  far 
away  from  his  dear  father.  But 


God  knew  why:  He  is  wise;  He 
knows  all  things:  He  sees  the 
end  of  all,  and  He  commands  all ; 
and  He  does  all  rightly.  Let  us 
love  and  serve  this  wise,  and  great, 
and  gracious  God !  Then  He  will 
be  with  us,  to  keep  and  comfort  us, 
as  he  did  Joseph:  we  know  that 
"  All  things  work  together  for  good 
to  them  that  love  God."  Rom. 
viii.  28. 


XXII. 


jj  A  C  O  B  '  S  p 


E  AT  H 


ACOB  lived  seventeen 
years  happily  in  Egypt 
with  all  his  family,  and 
saw  his  sons'  sons  growing 
up  around  him.  But  now 
he  was  147  years  old,  and  he  became 
ill,  and  felt  that  he  must  soon  die,  and 
he  sent  for  his  son  Joseph,  to  bless 
him,  and  talk  to  him.  Joseph  went 
directly  to  his  father,  and  he  took 
with  him  his  two  sons,  Manasseh 
and  Ephraim.  Jacob  was  very  ill, 
and  lying  upon  his  bed ;  but  when 
he  saw  Joseph,  he  sat  up,  and  be- 
gan to  talk  to  him  of  that  gracious 
God  who  had  been  so  kind  to  them 
all ;  who  had  appeared  to  him  many 
years  before  at  Bethel,  and  promised 
to  give  the  land  of  Canaan  to  his 
children  for  a  possession.  Then  Ja- 
cob turned  round,  and  saw  Joseph's 
two  sons  standing  by  their  father, 
and  asked,  "  Who  are  they  ?"  Jo- 
seph said,  "  They  are  my  sons,  the 
children  whom  God  has  given  me 
in  Egypt."  Then  Jacob  told  them 
to  come  to  him,  that  he  might  bless 
them :  and  he  put  his  arms  around 
them,  and  kissed  them,  and  thanked 


God  who  had  shown  them  to  him. 
Then  he  put  his  hands  upon  their 
heads,  and  blessed  both  them  and 
their  father.  He  said,  "The  God 
who  hath  kept  my  father  Abraham 
and  Isaac,  who  has  taken  care  of 
me  all  my  life,  the  angel  who  re- 
deemed me  from  evil,  bless  the  lads." 
Then  Jacob  called  all  his  sons,  and 
blessed  them.  God  taught  him  to 
prophesy,  and  he  told  his  sons 
of  many  wonderful  things,  which 
would  happen  when  they  were  dead, 
and  in  their  graves.  Jacob  told  his 
sons,  that  God  would  bring  their 
children  home  again  to  Canaan  after 
many  years;  and  he  commanded 
them  not  bury  him  in  Egypt,  but 
to  carry  his  body  to  Canaan,  to  the 
cave  of  Machpelah,  and  bury  it 
there,  by  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and 
their  families. 

When  Jacob  had  finished  all  he 
wished  to  say,  he  lay  down  again  on 
the  bed,  and  died,  and  his  happy 
soul  went  to  God,  the  God  of  his 
fathers,  to  be  with  Him  for  ever. 
J acob  was  a  sinner,  like  each  of  us ; 
he  had  done  many  wicked  things  ; 
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but  all  his  sins  were  washed  away ; 
he  had  asked  forgiveness,  and  God 
had  heard  his  prayer,  and  saved  him. 

When  Joseph  saw  that  Jacob  was 
dead,  he  "  fell  upon  his  father's  face, 
and  wept  upon  him,  and  kissed 
him."  All  the  people  wept  for  Ja- 
cob seventy  days.  Then  Joseph  said 
to  king  Pharaoh,  "  My  father  com- 
manded me  not  to  bury  him  in 
Egypt,  but  to  carry  him  to  Canaan, 
to  his  own  grave :  let  me  now  go  to 
Canaan,  and  bury  my  father,  and 
then  I  will  come  back  again."  And 
Pharaoh  gave  him  leave ;  so  J oseph, 
and  his  brothers,  and  their  servants, 
went  up  to  Canaan  with  chariots 
and  horses :  but  their  little  children, 
and  their  flocks,  staid  in  Egypt. 
They  carried  with  them  Jacob's  dead 
body :  and  when  they  came  to  Ca- 
naan, they  mourned  for  him  again 
seven  days ;  and  then  went  on  their 
journey,  and  buried  Jacob  in  the 
field  of  Machpelah,  by  his  fathers 
Abraham  and  Isaac.  Let  us  re- 
member, that  we  too  must  die,  our 
bodies  must  lie  in  the  tomb,  as  Ja- 
cob's did,  and  our  friends  will  weep 


for  us,  as  his  children  wept  for  him. 
But  if  our  sins  have  all  been  par- 
doned, as  Jacob's  were,  then  we 
shall  be  happy  when  we  die.  "  Bless- 
ed are  the  dead  that  die  in  the 
Lord."    Bev.xiY.  13. 

Joseph  and  his  brothers  finished 
burying  their  father,  and  looked  at 
his  tomb  for  the  last  time,  and  went 
back  to  Egypt.  And  then  again 
Joseph's  brothers  asked  him  to  for- 
give them,  for  they  had  not  forgot- 
ten their  past  unkindness  to  him. 
Joseph  wept  when  they  spoke  to 
him,  and  told  them  not  to  fear,  for 
that  he  would  take  care  of  them. 
Then  they  were  comforted,  and  they 
all  lived  in  Egypt  in  love  and  peace. 
Joseph  lived  to  be  110  years  old; 
and  when  he  was  going  to  die,  he 
said  to  his  brothers,  "  I  die,  but  fear 
not :  God  will  be  with  you,  and,  in 
a  future  time,  bring  your  children 
to  Canaan."  And  Joseph  told  them 
to  keep  his  bones,  that  they  might 
be  carried  to  Canaan,  and  be  buried 
there.  So  Joseph  died,  "  and  they 
embalmed  him,  and  he  was  put  in  a 
coffin  in  Egypt." 


XXIII. 


jk.  N    pXAMPLE    OF    j3  A  T  I  E  N  C  E 


BOUT  this  time,  there 
was  dwelling  in  Uz,  in 
Arabia,  a  man  named  Job. 
Job  was  a  very  rich  man ; 
he  had  great  possessions 
of  sheep,  and  camels,  and  oxen,  and 
-asses :  he  was  the  greatest  man  in 
the  east  at  that  time.  And  Job 
was  a  holy  man,  as  well  as  a  rich 
man.  The  Bible  says,  he  "  feared 
God :"  the  same  God  whom  Abra- 


ham, and  Isaac,  and  J acob  feared  ; 
and  he  hoped  as  they  did,  to  be 
saved  by  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
who  was  to  come  into  the  world  to 
die  for  sinners.  Job  had  several 
children;  and  he  taught  them  to 
serve  God,  and  prayed  for  them, 
and  offered  sacrifices  for  them,  ac- 
cording to  the  command  of  God. 

"  Now  there  was  a  day  when  the 
sons  of  God  came  to  present  them- 
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had  seen  Abel  die,  and  He  punished 
Cain,  and  drove  him  away,  far  from 
his  father,  and  mother,  and  broth- 
ers, and  sisters ;  and  he  was  a  wan- 
derer in  the  earth. 

Adam  and  Eve  were  very  sorry 
for  their  dear  son.  When  they 
looked  on  his  dead  body,  they  must 
have  thought  of  their  own  sin,  and 


of  the  punishment  of  sin  :  and  how 
glad  they  must  have  been  to  re- 
member God's  promise,  that  Jesus 
should  come  and  die  to  save  sin- 
ners. They  lived  to  be  hundreds 
of  years  old,  and  then  they  died. 
Their  bodies  were  buried  in  the 
tomb  ;  but  we  may  hope  that  their 
souls  went  to  heaven. 


IV. 


ANY  people  were  in  the 
world,  and  most  of  them 
were  very  wicked ;  but  a 
holy  man  was  among 
them,  named  Enoch.  The 
Bible  says,  "Enoch  walked  with 
God;"  what  does  this  mean?  It 
means  that  Enoch's  sins  were  par- 
doned, and  that  he  was  at  peace 
with  God,  and  that  he  loved  and 
served  Him.  God  blessed  Enoch, 
and  was  pleased  to  take  him  to  hea- 
ven without  dying.  "He  was  not, 
for  God  took  him." 

"  God  saw  that  the  wickedness  of 
man  was  great  upon  the  earth." 
And  He  said,  He  would  destroy  the 
wicked  people,  and  send  a  flood  of 
water  to  wash  them  all  away.  But 
there  was  then  another  holy  man, 
named  Noah,  and  God  promised  to 
save  him.  God  commanded  Noah 
to  make  a  great  ark  of  wood.  Noah 
did  as  God  told  him,  and  when  the 
ark  was  finished,  he  went  in,  with 
his  wife,  and  his  three  sons,  Shem, 
Ham,  and  Japheth,  and  the  wives  of 
his  sons,  and  many  beasts  and  birds, 
and  creeping  things;  and  "the 
Lord  shut  him  in."  The  wicked 
people  would  not  go  into  the  ark, 
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nor  believe  Noah  when  he  told 
them  that  the  water  was  soon  com- 
ing to  drown  them  all.  God  waited 
in  mercy  many  years ;  for  He  did 
not  wish  them  to  perish.  But  they 
would  not  repent,  nor  believe,  nor 
turn  to  God ;  and,  at  last,  He  sent 
rain  from  heaven,  and  water  out  of 
the  sea,  and  washed  away  the  wick- 
ed people.  "  The  rain  was  upon  the 
earth  forty  days  and  forty  nights," 
and  every  thing  in  the  earth  died. 
Was  Noah  safe?  Yes:  the  ark 
floated  upon  the  waters  ;  it  did  not 
sink,  because  God  kept  it  up.  God 
will  keep  safely  all  who,  like  Noah, 
love  and  serve  him.  He  can  keep 
them  in  every  place.  When  they 
are  asleep  in  the  dark  night,  God 
sees  them ;  when  they  walk  about, 
He  is  with  them ;  when  they  are  in 
storms  upon  the  great  sea,  He  can 
keep  them.  He  sends  His  holy  an- 
gels to  take  care  of  them ;  His  eye 
is  always  upon  them.  Those  are 
happy  people  who  have  God  near, 
to  love  and  keep  them  wherever 
they  are.  And  the  ark  may  remind 
us  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  If 
we  are  in  Him,  by  faith,  then  we 
shall  be  safe  for  ever  from  God's 
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auger,  as  Noah  was  safe  in  the  ark 
from  the  waters  of  the  flood. 

When  the  rain  was  over,  the  ark 
rested  upon  a  mountain,  called  Ara- 
rat, and  Noah  looked  out.  All  the 
ground  was  covered  with  water. 
There  were  no  trees,  nor  flowers; 
they  were  withered  and  dead.  There 
were  no  people,  nor  beasts,  nor 
birds ;  the  water  had  drowned  them 
all.  Then  Noah  opened  a  window 
in  the  ark,  and  sent  out  a  raven. 
The  raven  flew  about,  and  did  not 
return  to  Noah.  Then  Noah  sent 
out  a  dove.  But  the  dove  was  not 
like  the  raven ;  it  would  not  feed 
upon  the  dead  bodies,  and  there  was 
no  resting  place  for  it;  so  it  flew 
back  again,  and  Noah  put  out  his 
hand  and  pulled  it  into  the  ark. 
Seven  days  after,  Noah  sent  out  the 
dove  again  ;  and  in  the  evening  it 
returned,  and  brought  in  its  beak 
an  olive  leaf.  Noah  was  very  glad 
to  see  this  leaf;  because  he  knew 
by  it  that  now  the  trees  were  begin- 
ning to  bud  and  grow,  and  that 
soon  all  would  be  dry  and  pleasant 
again.  So  Noah  thanked  God,  and 
waited  patiently  for  seven  more 
days ;  and  then  he  sent  out  the 
dove  again.  All  was  dry  now.  The 
trees  and  flowers  grew,  and  the  sun 
.  shone  brightly  and  pleasantly.  The 
dove  did  not  return  any  more  to 
the  ark.  God  gave  it  instinct  to 
build  its  nest  among  the  trees,  and 
to  find  food  for  itself  without  Noah 
to  take  care  of  it. 

Noah  took  the  covering  off  the 
ark,  and  looked,  and  he  saw  that  all 
was  dry.  Then  God  told  him  to 
come  out,  with  his  family,  and  all 
the  living  things  that  were  with 
him.  They  were  glad  to  see  the  dry 
ground  again,  and   the  sun,  and 
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trees,  and  flowers,  so  beautiful  and 
fresh.  They  were  all  well ;  for  God 
had  kept  them  safely  in  the  ark 
from  the  wind  and  the  waters. 
Then  Noah  and  his  family  thanked 
God,  and  built  an  altar,  and  offered 
joyful  sacrifices  in  faith,  and  prayed, 
and  praised  the  Lord. 

And  God  set  a  beautiful  rainbow 
in  the  sky,  and  he  told  Noah,  that 
when  it  should  rain  again  upon  the 
earth,  and  the  clouds  should  be 
black  and  heavy,  then  the  rainbow 
should  be  seen  in  the  cloud,  that 
people  might  know,  that  God  would 
not  again  drown  the  world.  The 
sun  shining  upon  the  little  drops  of 
water  in  the  rain-cloud,  makes  the 
bow,  and  its  beautiful  colors : 
God  sends  the  rain,  and  the  cloud, 
and  the  sunshine  to  make  the 
bow,  that  we  may  remember  his 
promise  to  Noah,  never  to  drown 
the  world  again.  But  God  sends 
rain  from  heaven,  to  make  the 
grass  and  corn  grow;  to  water 
the  ground,  and  make  the  trees  and 
flowers  bud  and  blossom.  God  is 
very  good  and  kind.  "  He  maketh 
grass  to  grow  upon  the  mountains  ; 
He  giveth  to  the  beast  his  food,  and 
to  the  young  ravens  which  cry." 
Ps.  cxlvii.  8,  9. 

When  Noah  and  his  family  came 
out  of  the  ark,  they  went  into  dif- 
ferent places,  and  built  cities  and 
houses;  and  they  had  many  chil- 
dren, and  the  earth  was  soon  full  of 
people  again.  These  people  all 
spoke  the  same  language.  Many  of 
them  were  very  wicked.  They 
sought  to  make  themselves  great, 
not  to  please  God;  and,  in  their 
pride,  they  said,  "  Let  us  build  us  a 
city,  and  a  tower  whose  top  may 
reach   unto  heaven ;    and  let  us 
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y  h  e      e  s  t  Riches 


be  wise. 


HAKAOH'S  daughter  lov- 
ed Moses,  and  she  told 
the  wise  men  of  Egypt  to 
teach  him  all  they  knew : 
for  she  wished  Moses  to 
The  Egyptians  knew 
many  things,  and  had  much  wis- 
dom; but  not  the  best  wisdom; 
they  did  not  know  nor  worship  the 
true  God.  They  worshipped  ani- 
mals ;  bulls,  and  sheep,  and  dogs, 
and  cats,  and  crocodiles,  and  insects. 
But  the  Israelites,  who  lived  in 
Egypt,  remembered  the  God  of 
their  fathers,  Abraham,  and  Isaac, 
and  Jacob ;  and  the  mother  of 
Moses,  no  doubt,  taught  him  holy 
things,  true  wisdom;  when  he  was  a 
very  little  boy ;  and  she  prayed  for 
him,  that  he  might  be  kept  from 
sin,  and  that  he  might  love  and 
serve  the  Lord.  And  God  heard 
her  prayer;  and  taught  Moses  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  that  riches  and 
worldly  things  could  not  make  him 
happy,  nor  save  his  soul :  that  God 
alone  could  keep  him  from  sin; 
and  that  he  could  be  saved  only  by 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who 
should  at  a  future  time,  come  down 
from  heaven,  and  die  for  sinners. 
Pharaoh's  daughter  called  him  her 
son,  and  wished  to  give  him  great 
riches ;  but  Moses  did  not  wish  to 
be  rich :  he  chose  "  rather  to  suffer 
affliction  with  the  people  of  God, 
than  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin 
for  a  season."  E$b.  xi.  25.  St. 
John  says,  "Love  not  the  world, 
neither  the  things  that  are  in  the 
world."  1  John  ii.  15.  If  we  love 
pleasure,  or  riches,  or  power,  or  sin, 


more  than  we  love  God,  we  cannot 
be  His  children.  We  must  give 
him  all  our  thoughts,  all  our  affec- 
tions, all  our  love.  Jesus  said  to 
his  disciples,  "  Lay  not  up  for  your- 
selves treasures  upon  earth,  where 
moth  and  rust  doth  corrupt,  and 
where  thieves  break  through,  and 
steal;  but  lay  up  for  yourselves 
treasures  in  heaven,  where  neither 
moth  nor  rust  doth  corrupt,  and 
where  thieves  do  not  break  through, 
nor  steal."    Matthew  vi.  19,  20. 

When  Moses  was  grown  up,  he 
went  to  visit  his  brethren  the 
Israelites,  who  were  suffering  so 
much  in  Egypt.  One  day  he  saw 
an  Egyptian  cruelly  beating  an 
Israelite;  they  were  alone,  but 
God's  eye  was  upon  them.  God 
saw  the  wicked  Egyptian,  and  the 
poor  Israelite,  and  sent  Moses  to 
help  his  suffering  brother.  Moses 
ran  to  the  two  men,  and  saved  the 
Israelite,  and  killed  the  Egyptian, 
and  hid  the  body  in  the  sand.  The 
next  day,  Moses  went  out  again,  and 
saw  two  men  fighting.  Were  they 
Egyptians?  No,  they  were  both 
Israelites.  Moses  was  grieved  to 
see  them  so  wicked :  for  God's  peo- 
ple ought  to  be  kind  and  gentle ; 
brothers  ought  to  love  one  another. 
So  Moses  went  to  them,  and  tried 
to  make  peace  between  them.  But 
the  one  who  did  the  wrong,  would 
not  attend  to  Moses;  and  said, 
"Who  sent  thee  to  be  a  judge? 
Wilt  thou  kill  me  as  thou  killedst 
the  Egyptian  yesterday?"  When 
Moses  heard  this  he  was  very  much 
afraid,  for  he  thought  the  people 
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knew  what  he  had  done ;  and  the 
king  might  be  angry,  and  seek  to 
kill  him.  So  Moses  fled  from  Egypt, 
and  went  to  Midian,  and  sat  down 
by  a  well.  As  he  sat  there,  some 
young  women  came  to  the  well  to 
water  their  sheep ;  and  Moses  helped 
them  and  drew  water  for  them. 
When  they  went  home,  they  told 
their  father  how  kind  Moses  had 
been:  their  father's  name  was  Je- 
thro;  and  when  he  heard  about 
Moses,  he  sent  for  him,  and  gave 
him  food,  and  asked  him  to  live  with 
him  in  Midian.  Moses  did  so ;  and 
sometime  after,  he  married  one  of 
Jethro's  daughters,  who  was  named 
Zipporah.   Moses  had  not  now  the 


riches  of  Egypt,  which  he  had  when 
he  lived  at  the  king's  house;  he 
was  a  poor  man,  keeping  Jethro's 
sheep  in  the  wilderness.  But  Moses 
knew  that  God  would  take  care  of 
him ;  and  he  loved  God  better  than 
all  the  fine  things  in  Egypt. 

But  did  God  forget  the  Israelites, 
when  Moses  was  gone  ?  No ;  He 
heard  them  cry,  and  remembered 
His  promise  to  Abraham,  and  Isaac, 
and  Jacob.  "  God  looked  upon  the 
children  of  Israel."  We  may  be 
sure  that  God's  eye  is  always  upon 
us :  He  knows  all  our  sorrows,  and 
sees  all  our  tears,  and,  in  due  time, 
He  will  comfort  and  deliver  us,  if 
we  trust  in  him. 


XXX. 


y  H  E    j3  U 


RNING 


S  H 


NE  day,  Moses  was  keep- 
ing Jethro's  sheep  by 
Mount  Horeb.  As  he  sat 
there  quietly  and  alone, 
he  thought  often  of  his 
poor  brethren  suffering  in  Egypt, 
and  he  asked  God  to  help  and  de- 
liver them.  Moses  had  much  faith ; 
he  knew  that  God  had  power  to 
save  the  Israelites,  and  he  believed 
that  He  would  save  them  at  the 
right  time.  While  Moses  was  think- 
ing of  all  this,  he  saw  a  bright  light 
shining  near  him;  and  he  looked 
up,  and  saw  a  bush  burning  with 
fire.  But  the  bush  was  not  con- 
sumed ;  it  did  not  wither  away ;  the 
leaves  and  branches  did  not  turn 
black,  and  crumble  to  pieces ;  and 
Moses  wondered  very  much,  and 
said,  "Why  is  not  the  bush  con- 
sumed?   I  will  go  and  see."  So 


came  near,  he  heard  a  voice  out  of 
the  bush,  saying,  "  Moses,  Moses." 
Who  called  him  ?  What  made  the 
bush  burn,  and  why  was  it  not  con- 
sumed ?  The  voice  said  again, 
"  The  place  where  thou  standest  is 
holy  ground.  I  am  God ;  the  God  of 
Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob."  "  Then 
Moses  hid  his  face;  for  he  was 
afraid  to  look  upon  God." 

But  the  Lord  did  not  come  to 
hurt  his  servant ;  He  came  to  com- 
fort him,  and  to  make  him  and  his 
poor  brethren  happy.  The  Lord 
said,  "  I  have  seen  my  people's  sor- 
row ;  I  have  heard  their  cry.  I  am 
come  to  send  thee  to  Pharaoh :  and 
thou  shalt  bring  my  people  out  of 
Egypt."  But  Moses  was  very  much 
afraid,  and  said,  "  Who  am  I  that  I 
should  go  to  Pharaoh  ?"   It  was 
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NE  day,  about  this  time, 
the  word  of  God  came  to 
Jeremiah,  saying,  "  Go  to 
the  house  of  the  Eecha- 
bites,  and  call  them,  and 
bring  them  into  one  of  the  rooms 
in  the  temple,  and  give  them  wine 
to  drink."  Who  were  the  Eecha- 
bites?  Many,  many  years  before, 
they  had  come  from  the  land  of 
Midian.  They  were  descendants  of 
Jethro,  the  father  of  Zipporah,  Mo- 
ses' wife.  We  read  about  Jethro,  a 
long  time  ago.  He  was  the  good 
old  man  who  came  to  see  Moses  in 
the  wilderness,  and  brought  with 
him  Zipporah,  and  her  two  sons.  You 
remember  how  glad  Moses  .was  to 
see  them  again,  and  how  kindly 
Jethro  talked  to  him,  and  how 
pleased  he  was  to  hear  the  wonder- 
ful things  Moses  told  him  about 
God's  kindness  to  the  Israelites.  All 
this  had  happened  very  many  years 
before.  Moses,  and  Zipporah,  and 
Jethro,  were  all  dead ;  but  Jethro's 
children,  the  Eechabites,  were  still 
living  in  Jerusalem,  and  now  Jere- 
miah was  sent  to  them  with  this 
message  from  God. 

Jeremiah  went  as  God  told  him, 
and  brought  all  the  family  of  the 
Eechabites  into  one  of  the  rooms  in 
the  temple.  Then  he  took  some 
pots  full  of  wine,  and  cups,  and 
poured  wine  into  the  cups,  and  gave 
it  to  the  Eechabites,  and  said, 
"  Drink  ye  wine."  But  the  Eecha- 
bites, answered,  "  No ;  we  must  not 
drink  wine.    Many  years  ago,  our 


father  Jonadab  commanded  us  never 
to  drink  wine ;  and  never  to  build 
houses,  nor  plant  vineyards,  nor 
sow  seed.  He  commanded  us  to 
live  in  tents,  because  we  are  stran- 
gers in  this  land ;  it  is  not  our  own 
country.  We  have  always  obeyed 
the  command  of  our  father  Jona- 
dab. We  never  drink  wine,  nor  let 
'our  children  drink  it.  We  have 
not  built  houses,  and  we  have  no 
possessions  here.  But  when  the 
king  of  Babylon  came  into  the  land, 
then  we  left  our  tents  and  went 
into  the  city  for  safety;  and  now 
we  dwell  here  in  Jerusalem."  When 
Jeremiah  heard  all  this,  he  did  not 
again  ask  the  Eechabites  to  drink 
wine.  He  knew  they  were  right  to 
keep  their  promise  to  their  father, 
and  he  did  not  tempt  them  to  be 
disobedient.  But  after  the  Eecha- 
bites were  gone  to  their  homes, 
God  spoke  again  to  Jeremiah,  and 
and  said,  "  Go  to  the  people  of  Ju- 
dah,  and  tell  them  what  these 
Eechabites  have  done.  Their  father 
gave  them  a  command,  and  they 
obey  that  command.  He  told  them 
to  drink  no  wine,  and  to  this  day 
they  drink  none.  It  is  right  of 
them  to  do  this.  They  are  obedient 
to  their  earthly  father ;  but  are  you 
obedient  to  me,  your  Heavenly  Fa- 
ther ?  I  have  given  you  many  com- 
mands. I  have  sent  my  prophets  to 
you,  and  they  have  told  you  to  re- 
pent, and  turn  from  your  idols,  and 
from  your  wicked  ways;  but  you 
have  not  hearkened  to  me.  And 


THE  RECHABITES. 


293 


now,  thus  saitli  the  Lord,  Because 
you  have  not  obeyed  my  command, 
as  the  Eechabites  obeyed  their  fa- 
ther's command,  I  will  bring  upon 
you  all  the  evil  which  I  have  threat- 
ened. I  will  punish  you,  because  I 
spoke,  but  you,,  would  not  hear ;  I 
called,  but  you  would  not  answer." 

It  is  a  duty  to  obey  an  earthly 
father,  but  a  still  greater  duty  to 
obey  God,  our  Heavenly  Father. 
And  does  God  give  us  commands, 
as  He  did  to  the  people  of  Judah  ? 
Yes;  God  speaks  to  us  now.  He 
does  not  speak  to  us  by  His  pro- 


phets ;  but  He  speaks  to  us  by  His 
ministers,  and  by  His  word,  and  by 
His  Spirit.  And  what  does  He  say  ? 
He  tells  sinners  what  He  told  the 
people  of  Judah.  He  tells  them  to 
repent  of  their  sins ;  to  amend  their 
doings ;  to  turn  unto  Him,  and  to 
come  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  for 
salvation.  And  if  sinners  will  at- 
tend to  His  message,  God  is  ready 
to  forgive ;  He  is  willing  to  have 
mercy.  But  if  not,  then  punish- 
ment will  come  upon  sinners  now, 
as  it  came  upon  the  obstinate,  re- 
bellious people  of  Judah. 


COL 
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HEN  God  sent  this  dread- 
ful message  to  the  people 
of  Judah,  He  sent  an- 
other message  of  kind- 
ness and  blessing  to  the 
family  of  the  Eechabites.  Judah 
disobeyed  their  heavenly  Father, 
and  God  must  punish  them ;  the 
Eechabites  obeyed  their  earthly  fa- 
ther, and  God  would  bless  them. 
God  will  never  forget  those  who 
truly  wish  to  do  right ;  and  He  has 
promised  in  His  word,  that  He  will 
especially  bless  children  who  honor 
and  obey  their  parents.  The  fifth 
commandment  says,  "Honor  thy 
father  and  thy  mother,  that  thy 
days  may  be  long  in  the  land,  which 
the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee." 
Exod.  xx.  12.  This  was  the  bless- 
ing God  promised  to  the  Eechabites. 
"  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  God  of 
Israel ;  because  ye  have  obeyed  the 
commandment  of  Jonadab  your 


father,  therefore  Jonadab  shall  not 
want  a  man  to  stand  before  me  for 
ever."  God  promised  that  the  Ee- 
chabites should  never  fail,  never  be 
cut  off,  never  be  destroyed.  And 
has  He  remembered  His  promise  ? 
Yes ;  He  never  forgets ;  "  Hath  he 
said,  and  shall  He  not  do  it?" 
Num.  xxiii.  19. 

But  where  are  the  Eechabites 
now  ?  Many,  many  hundred  years 
have  passed  away;  Jeremiah  has 
long  been  dead ;  the  people  of  Ju- 
dah have  been  driven  from  their 
own  land,  and  scattered  over  the 
earth.  Where  can  we  find  the  Ee- 
chabites? How  can  we  know 
whether  God  still  remembers  and 
preserves  them  ?  A  missionary  who 
was  traveling  in  the  east  a  few  years 
ago,  has  told  us  something  abont 
the  descendants  of  these  obedient 
Eechabites.  This  missionary  was 
Dr.  Wolff.   He  was  himself  a  Jew ; 
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but  he  had  learnt  to  believe  that  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  was  the  true 
Messiah,  the  Saviour  of  the  world ; 
and  he  was  travelling  about,  seeking 
his  Jewish  brethren,  to  try  to  bring 
them  to  believe  in  Jesus  too.  In 
Mesopotamia,  Dr.  Wolff  met  with  a 
wild-looking  man  like  an  Arab  ;  he 
was  on  horseback,  riding  through 
the  deserts.  Dr.  "Wolff  was  told  that 
this  man  was  a  Jew ;  so  he  spoke  to 
him,  and  asked  him  if  he  could 
read.  He  could  read  both  Hebrew 
and  Arabic  very  well ;  and  was  glad 
to  see  a  Bible  in  Hebrew,  which  Dr. 
Wolff  showed  him.  Then  the  mis- 
sionary asked  him  about  his  country, 
and  his  people.  The  man  took  the 
Bible,  and  turned  to  Jer.  xxxv.  5  ; 
the  story  of  the  Eechabifces  which 
we  have  just  been  reading.  Then 
he  told  Dr.  Wolff,  that  his  people 
lived  in  the  deserts  near  Mecca,  in 
Arabia.  He  said,  "  We  are  descended 
from  Jonadab,  the  son  of  Eechab. 
We  drink  no  wine,  and  plant  no 
vineyards,  and  sow  no  seed;  and 
we  live  in  tents,  as  Jonadab  our 
father  commanded  us.  Come  to  us  ; 
you  will  find  60,000  still  living,  and 
you  will  see  that  this  prophecy 
has  been  fulfilled,  "Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  Jonadab,  the  son  of  Rechab, 
shall  not  want  a  man  to  stand  be- 
fore me  for  ever."  How  faithful 
God  is  to  His  promises !  All  will 
be  fulfilled;  both  His  promises  of 


mercy  to  His  friends,  and  His  pro- 
mises of  punishment  to  His  ene- 
mies ! 

God's  people  now  are,  like  the 
Eechabites,  strangers  in  the  world ! 
This  is  not  their  home.  They  have 
here  "  no  continuing  city ;"  they  are 
seeking  "one  to  come."  Their 
home  is  in  Heaven ;  they  have  no 
possessions  here,  and  they  should  try 
to  remember  this.  If  their  home 
and  possessions  are  in  Heaven,  their 
thoughts  and  hearts  will  be  there 
too ;  and  then  they  will  not  care 
much  about  earthly  pleasures  and 
enjoyments.  Jesus  Christ  said  to 
his  disciples,  "  If  any  man  will  come  - 
after  me,  let  him  deny  himself." 
Matt  xvi.  24.  Jesus  Christ  denied 
Himself  when  He  was  upon  earth, 
and  His  people  now  must  do  the 
same.  What  are  the  things  which 
they  must  deny  themselves?  All 
sinful  things;  everything  which 
God  has  forbidden  in  His  word. 
Sinful  passions  and  tempers ;  anger, 
and  pride,  and  selfishness,  and  lov- 
ing worldly  things  more  than  God. 
All  these  sins  God's  people  must 
put  away.  We  must  pray  for  God's 
grace  to  teach  us  to  "  deny  ungodli- 
ness and  worldly  lusts,"  and  to  help 
us  to  live  in  God's  fear,  and  love,  in 
this  world;  that  we  may,  at  last, 
be  taken  to  that  world  of  happi- 
ness which  God  has  prepared  for  all 
who  truly  serve  Him. 
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NCE  again,  God  told  Je- 
remiah to  warn  the  peo- 
ple of  their  sins,  and  of 
the  punishments  that 
were  soon  coming  upon 
them.  Jeremiah  was  now  to  write 
the  warning  in  the  roll  of  a  book. 
It  was  written  in  mercy.  God  was 
still  willing  to  spare  his  rebellious 
people  if  they  would  turn  to  Him. 
He  said,  "  It  may  be  that  the  house 
of  Judah  will  hear  all  the  evil  which 
I  propose  to  do  unto  them;  that 
they  may  return,  every  man  from 
his  evil  way,  that  I  may  forgive 
their  iniquity  and  their  sin."  How 
merciful  and  patient  God  is  with 
His  sinful  rebellious  peeple  ! 

Jeremiah  called  one  of  his  friends, 
a  good  man  named  Baruch,  and 
asked  him  to  write  upon  a  roll  all 
the  words  which  God  commanded. 
Jeremiah  spoke  the  words,  and  Ba- 
ruch wrote  them  down  in  the  roll. 
When  the  book  was  finished,  Jere- 
miah said  to  Baruch,  "  I  am  shut 
up  ;  I  cannot  go  to  the  house  of  the 
Lord.  Go  thou  and  read  the  roll 
which  thou  hast  written  to  all  the 
people  in  the  Lord's  house.  Per- 
haps they  will  attend  to  the  warn- 
ing, and  turn  from  their  wicked 
ways;  and  then  God  will  forgive 
and  spare  them."  Baruch  did  as 
Jeremiah  commanded.  He  went  to 
the  gate  of  the  Lord's  house,  and 
there  he  read  the  roll  to  all  the  peo- 
ple. One  of  the  men  who  heard 
the  roll  read  was  very  attentive  to 
the  warning  which  God  sent ;  and 
he  went  directly  to  the  king's  house, 
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and  told  the  princes  all  he  had 
heard.  Then  the  princes  wanted  to 
hear  the  roll  too ;  so  they  sent  for 
Baruch  and  asked  him  to  sit  down, 
and  read  the  book  to  them.  The 
princes  listened  very  attentively 
while  Baruch  was  reading;  and 
when  he  had  finished,  they  said, 
"  How  didst  thou  write  all  these 
words?"  Then  Baruch  answered, 
"Jeremiah  pronounced  the  words, 
and  I  wrote  them  as  he  commanded, 
with  ink  in  the  book."  Then 
the  princes  said,  "  Go  and  hide, 
both  thou  and  Jeremiah,  and  we 
will  tell  the  king  about  the  roll 
which  we' have  heard.  He  ought 
to  know  the  warning  which  God 
has  sent  to  us."  So  the  princes 
took  the  roll  and  put  it  in  a 
safe  place  ;  and  .  Baruch  return- 
ed to  Jeremiah,  and  told  him  to 
hide  himself :  and  then  the  princes 
went  to  the  king  Jehoiakim,  and 
spoke  to  him  of  the  fearful  things 
they  had  heard.  Jehoiakim  did  not 
care  for  God's  word,  but  he  was  cu- 
rious to  see  the  roll,  and  to  know 
what  Jeremiah  had  written  ;  so  he 
sent  a  messenger  to  fetch  it.  It 
was  winter;  and  king  Jehoiakim 
was  sitting  in  his  winter-house, 
with  all  his  princes,  and  nobles,  and 
servants  round  him;  and  the  fire 
was  burning  on  the  hearth.  The 
messenger  soon  came  back,  bring- 
ing the  roll  in  his  hand ;  and  the 
king  commanded  him  to  read  it 
aloud  before  all  the  company.  Then 
the  messenger  began  to  read  the 
fearful  warning  which  was  written 
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gave,  and  God  could  take  away. 
When  Samson  first  went  to  prison, 
his  strength  was  all  gone ;  but  after 
a  time,  his  hair  began  to  grow,  and 
then  his  strength  came  again. 

The  Philistines  worshipped  an 
ugly  idol  like  a  fish,  named  Dagon. 
They  made  a  great  sacrifice  to 
Dagon,  and  praised  him,  because 
they  thought  he  had  given  Samson 
into  their  hands.  They  were  very 
merry,  playing,  and  laughing,  and 
feasting,  and  praising  their  idol; 
and  they  said,  "Let  us  call  Samson, 
and  we  will  play  with  him,  and 
laugh  at  him,  and  make  merry." 
Then  Samson  was  led  in  ;  he  could 
not  see  his  cruel  enemies,  and  they 
all  laughed  at  him,  because  he  was 
blind,  and  weak,  and  in  their  power; 
and  they  made  him  stand  between 
two  pillars. 

The  house  where  they  were,  was 
very  large,  and  full  of  people  ;  men, 
and  women,  and  children ;  and  about 
3000  of  them  were  upon  the  roof, 
looking  and  wondering  at  Samson. 
Samson  asked  the  boy  who  led  him, 
to  let  him  lean  upon  the  pillars  on 


which  the  house  stood,  and  he  took 
hold  of  one  with  his  right  hand,  and 
of  the  other  with  his  left  hand. 
Then  Samson  prayed  to  God,  and 
said,  "  Lord,  give  me  now  strength 
to  conquer  my  enemies ;  let  them 
die,  and  let  me  die  with  them." 
Then  Samson  bowed  himself  down 
with  all  his  might,  and  pulled  the 
pillars,  and  they  fell,  and  the  house, 
and  the  people  who  were  upon  the 
roof.  All  died,  and  Samson  died 
too.  He  had  killed  many  people 
who  were  his  enemies,  when  he  was 
alive  and  strong ;  and  now,  at  his 
death,  he  killed  many  more. 

-God  punished  the  wicked  Philis- 
tines, because  they  were  cruel  to 
Samson,  and  enemies  of  Israel.  God 
knows  how  to  save  His  people.  He 
gave  Samson  strength  to  save  Israel 
from  the  Philistines.  If  we  have 
strength  and  health,  we  must  try  to 
use  them  rightly,  and  to  do  good  to 
other  people,  and  not  be  idle  and 
selfish.  It  is  God  who  gives  us 
every  thing,  and  we  must  thank 
Him  and  serve  Him  with  all  we 
have. 


LXXXIX. 


O  M  I  AN 


HEKE  lived  in  Bethlehem 
a  man  named  Elimelech  ; 
he  had  a  wife  named 
Naomi,  and  two  sons, 
named  Mahlon  and  Chili- 
on.  Elimelech  and  his  family  lived 
many  years  very  happily  at  Bethle- 
hem ;  but  after  a  time,  God  sent  a 
famine  upon  the  land,  and  all  the 
people  there  were  very  much  dis- 
tressed.   It  is  God  who  gives  us  corn 
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for  bread,  and  sends  us  the  fruits  of 
the  earth  at  the  right  season ;  we 
ought  to  be  very  thankful  for  all 
these  mercies.  But  sometimes,  God 
is  pleased  not  to  send  rain,  or  not  to 
give  us  sunshine ;  and  then  the  corn 
does  not  grow  up,  nor  ripen,  and  we 
have  no  flour  to  make  bread,  and 
there  is  a  famine.  But  in  all  our 
wants  we  ought  to  trust  in  God; 
because  He  has  power  to  give  us 
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what  we  need,  and  without  Him 
not  a  sparrow  can  fall  to  the 
ground. 

When  the  famine  was  very  bad  in 
Bethlehem,  Elimelech  and  his  family 
went  to  Moab  to  live  there.  Were 
they  right  to  go  ?  No ;  because  the 
people  of  Moab  were  wicked  idola- 
ters. God's  people  ought  not  to  go 
to  places  where  they  may  learn  to 
sin. 

When  they  came  to  Moab,  Mahlon 
and  Chilion  married  wives  of  the 
women  of  Moab ;  they  were  idolators, 
and  their  names  were  Orpah  and 
Ruth.  Mahlon  and  Chilion  did  not 
live  long;  they  both  died,  and 
Elimelech  died  too ;  and  Naomi  was 
left  with  her  two  daughters-in-law. 
She  had  none  to  comfort  her;  all 
around  were  idolators,  and  she 
wished  to  be  in  her  own  country 
again,  where  she  might  hear  about 
God. 

When  the  famine  was  over,  Naomi 
said  she  would  return  to  her  own 
land.  Orpah  and  Euth  were  both 
very  kind  and  affectionate  to  Naomi, 
and  they  said  they  would  go  with 
her ;  but  Naomi  did  not  wish  to  take 
her  daughters  to  a  new  country, 
against  their  will ;  and  she  wished 
to  try  their  love  for  her ;  so  she  said, 
"  No,  my  daughters,  do  not  go  with 
me ;  go  home  to  your  own  country, 
and  to  your  parents,  and  your  friends, 
and  may  God  deal  kindly  with  you, 
as  you  have  dealt  with  the  dead,  and 
with  me." 


Then  Naomi  kissed  them,  and 
they  both  wept,  and  said,  "We  will 
surely  go  with  thee  to  Bethlehem." 
But  Naomi  said  again,  "Nay,  my 
daughters,  return  to  your  homes ; 
why  will  you  go  with  me  ?"  Then 
they  wept  again,  and  Orpah  kissed 
her  mother-in-law,  and  went  away. 
Did  not  Euth  go  ?  No ;  she  threw 
her  arms  round  Naomi,  and  would 
not  leave  her.  But  Naomi  said, 
"See,  Orpah  is  gone  home  to  her 
friends,  and  to  her  gods;  return 
thou  after  her."  Then  Euth  an- 
swered, "  0  do  not  tell  me  to  go 
away ;  let  me  follow  thee :  where 
thou  goest,  I  will  go ;  thy  people 
shall  be  my  people ;  and  thy  God  my 
God;  where  thou  diest,  I  will  die, 
and  there  will  I  be  buried;  only 
death  shall  part  thee  and  me." 
Naomi  was  very  happy  to  hear  Euth 
say  this,  for  Naomi  loved  God,  and 
she  wished  Euth  to  love  him  too. 

Young  people  should  try  to  be 
like  Euth ;  gentle,  and  affectionate, 
and  humble.  Orpah  was  affectionate 
and  kind ;  but  she  loved  her  idols 
and  her  country  people  best,  and 
could  not  leave  them.  Euth  left 
all,  because  she  loved  best  the  wor- 
ship of  the  true  God.  Do  you  wish 
to  love  God  ?  Then  you  must  leave 
the  things  of  the  world,  and  the 
people  who  do  not  love  God ;  and 
give  yourself  up  to  His  service,  and 
try  to  be  with  those  who  love  and 
serve  Him. 
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wisdom,  nor  bravery  of  Cyrus  that 
gained  the  victory.  It  was  God  who 
brought  Cyrus  to  Babylon;  who 
taught  him  the  best  way,  and  the 
right  time  to  take  the  city;  and 
who  gave  him  success  in  all  he  did. 
It  was  Cod  who  said  "  to  the  deep, 
Be  dry,  and  I  will  dry  up  the  rivers ;" 
and  who  said  of  Cyrus,  "  He  shall 
perform  all  my  pleasure."  Isaiah 
xliv.  27,  28.  Cod  had  taught  His 
prophets  to  predict  these  things 
about  Babylon,  many  years  before 
Cyrus  was  born. 
But  why  did  God  destroy  the 


kingdom  of  Babylon  ?  Because  of 
the  wickedness  of  the  people.  Sin 
has  caused  the  destruction  of  many 
countries  and  cities.  There  is  only 
one  thing  that  can  make  a  country 
truly  safe  and  happy.  Not  riches, 
nor  strength,  nor  power ;  but  holi- 
ness ;  because  God's  blessing  will  be 
upon  a  righteous  nation,  and  then 
no  enemy  will  have  power  to  hurt 
it.  "  Happy  is  that  people  that  is  in 
such  a  case;  yea,  happy  is  that 
people  whose  God  is  the  Lord." 
Psalm  cxliv.  15. 


CCXII. 
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ANIEL  still  lived  in  Baby- 
lon in  great  favor  and 
honor  with  king  Darius, 
who  made  him  ruler  over 
the  kingdom,  and  over 
the  princes  and  nobles.  But  Daniel 
had  enemies  in  Babylon.  The  prin- 
ces hated  him,  and  did  not  like  him 
to  have  so  much  honor ;  and  they 
were  always  watching  to  find  some 
fault  in  him,  that  they  might  accuse 
him  to  the  king.  But  Daniel  was 
so  good  and  holy  a  man,  and  so 
honest  and  just  in  all  he  did,  that 
his  enemies  could  find  nothing 
wrong  in  him  to  tell  Darius.  Why 
was  this  ?  How  was  it  that  Daniel 
was  able  to  do  right,  and  to  behave 
so  well  at  all  times  ?  Was  he  not  a 
sinner  like  ourselves,  and  tempted 
to  do  wrong  as  we  are  ?  Yes.  But 
Daniel  knew  how  to  get  help  and 
strength ;  he  sought  them  from 
God  every  day  he  lived,  and  many 

21 


times  every  day ;  and  God  heard 
his  prayers,  and  gave  Daniel  all 
those  holy  gifts  which  he  needed 
and  asked  for. 

But  Daniel's  cruel  enemies  were 
still  determined  to  accuse  him  to 
the  king ;  and  there  was  one  thing 
of  which  they  knew  they  could 
accuse  him.  What  was  it  ?  His 
praying  to  God.  They  saw  him 
often  kneel  down,  and  pray  to  his 
own  God,  the  God  of  Israel,  who  had 
made  all  things;  not  to  the  idol 
gods  whom  his  enemies  feared  and 
worshipped.  So,  one  day,  these 
princes  went  to  king  Darius,  and 
asked  him  to  make  a  new  law. 
What  was  it  ?  That  no  one  in  the 
kingdom  should  make  a  prayer  or 
lequest  to  any  god  or  man,  for 
thirty  days,  but  to  the  king  only ; 
and  that  whoever  disobeyed  this 
command,  should  be  taken  and 
thrown  into  a  den  of  lions.  Darius 
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did  not  know  why  the  princes 
asked  for  this ;  and,  without  think- 
ing about  Daniel,  he  made  the  law, 
and  sent  them  away  very  much 
pleased.  Why  were  they  pleased? 
Because  now  they  knew  that  they 
should  soon  be  able  to  accuse 
Daniel;  for  they  were  sure  he 
would  disobey  the  command,  and 
pray  every  day  to  his  God  as  he 
had  done  before. 

But  what  could  Daniel  do  when 
he  heard  the  king's  command? 
Did  he  give  up  praying  for  the 
thirty  days,  and  make  his  requests 
to  the  king  alone  ?  No ;  Daniel 
had  many  things  to  ask  for  every 
hour  ;  things  which  Darius  could 
not  give  him.  He  wanted  pardon, 
and  grace,  and  strength,  and  com- 
fort ;  Daniel  could  not  wait  thirty 
days  without  these.  He  must  diso- 
bey the  law.  H6  always  tried  to 
obey  Darius,  when  he  could  do  so 
without  displeasing  God;  but  now 
he  could  not :  for  God's  command 
is  to  "pray  always;"  and  Daniel 
knew  that  he  must  obey  God  more 
than  man.  Then  did  he  try  to  hide 
from  his  enemies,  and  pray  in  some 
secret  place  where  they  could  not  see 
him  ?  No  ;  he  opened  his  windows 
towards  Jerusalem,  his  own  beloved 
home,  where  the  holy  temple  had 
stood,  and  knelt  down  and  prayed, 
and  gave  thanks  to  God,  three  times 
a  day,  as  he  had  done  before.  Why 
did  Daniel  do  this  ?  Not  to  make 
a  boast  of  his  goodness,  but  to  show 
his  enemies  that  he  was  not  afraid 
nor  ashamed  of  praying  to  God. 
Never  be  afraid  of  doing  right. 
Perhaps  sometimes  you  do  not  like 
to  read  the  Bible,  and  to  pray  to 
God,  for  fear  your  companions  should 
laugh  at  you,  or  despise  you.    Is  it 


right  to  be  afraid  or  ashamed  of  do- 
ing what  God  commands  you  ? 
No;  do  as  Daniel  did:  think  of 
your  duty  to  God,  and  try  to  obey 
Him.  Eemember  what  Jesus  said 
to  his  disciples,  "Whosoever  shall 
be  ashamed  of  me,  of  him  shall  the 
Son  of  Man  be  ashamed,  when  He 
cometh  in  the  glory  of  His  Father." 
Mark  viii.  38. 

Was  Daniel  seen  praying  ?  Yes  ; 
his  enemies  soon  found  him  on  his 
knees,  asking  help  from  God ;  and 
they  ran  directly,  full  of  joy,  to  tell 
the  king.  They  said,  "0  king, 
didst  thou  not  command,  that  no 
one  should  make  a  petition  to  any 
god  or  man  for  thirty  days,  but  to 
thee  alone?  Didst  thou  not  say, 
that  whosoever  disobeyed  this  law, 
should  be  cast  into  a  den  of  lions  ?" 
Darius  answered,  "Yes,  I  did." 
Then  the  men  said,  "  There  is  one 
man  who  does  not  care  for  thy  com- 
mand, 0  king.  He  kneels  down 
and  makes  his  petition  to  his  God, 
three  times  a  day.  This  man  is 
Daniel,  one  of  the  Jewish  captives." 
Then  Darius  was  sorry,  for  he  loved 
and  honored  Daniel,  and  he  tried 
very  hard  to  save  him.  But  the 
cruel  enemies  said,  "  The  law  cannot 
be  changed;  Daniel  has  disobeyed 
it,  and  he  must  suffer  the  punish- 
ment." Then  Darius  commanded 
Daniel  to  be  brought,  and  cast  into 
the  lion's  den  ;  but  as  the  men  were 
hurrying  him  away,  the  king  said, 
"0  Daniel,  the  God  whom  thou 
servest,  He  will  deliver  thee."  Da- 
rius did  not  know  much  about 
Daniel's  God  ;  but  he  thought,  that 
if  God  was  as  good  and  powerful  as 
Daniel  said,  He  would  surely  save 
His  faithful  servant  in  this  time  of 
trouble.    So  Daniel  was  thrown  into 
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to  give  much;  those  who  are  poor 
may  give  something ;  they  may  give 
their  farthings  to  God,  if  they  have 
no  more  to  give.  And  if  they  give 
as  the  poor  widow  did,  God  will  not 
despise  their  little  offerings.  He 
looks  at  the  heart  more  than  at  the 
money.    A  very  little  given  with 


faith,  and  love,  and  gratitude, 
pleases  Him  better  than  great  sums 
given  without.  "  Every  man  ac- 
cording as  he  purposeth  in  his  heart, 
so  let  him  give ;  not  grudgingly,  or 
of  necessity;  for  God  loveth  a 
cheerful  giver."    2  Cor.  ix.  7. 


CCCXVII. 


S  Jesus  was  going  out  of 
the  Temple,  his  disciples 
came,  and  showed  him 
the  buildings  of  the  Tem- 
ple; for  they  were  very 
beautiful,  and  the  disciples  wanted 
Jesus  to  admire  them.  But  Jesus 
answered,  "  Do  you  see  all  these 
things  ?  I  tell  you  there  shall  not  be 
left  here  one  stone  upon  another." 

Then  Jesus  went  up  to  the  Mount 
of  Olives,  and  sat  down  there. 
When  they  were  alone,  Peter,  and 
James,  and  John,  and  Andrew,  began 
to  ask  Jesus  some  questions  about 
what  he  had  said  to  them ;  for  they 
did  not  understand  what  he  meant. 
They  said,  "  Tell  us  when  shall 
these  things  be?  What  shall  be 
the  sign  of  thy  coming,  and  of  the 
end  of  the  world  ?  "  The  disciples 
wanted  to  know  the  very  day  when 
their  master  would  come  again. 
Jesus  did  not  tell  them  this ;  but  he 
told  them  a  great  deal  about  the 
destruction  of  Jerusalem,  and  about 
his  own  coming  to  judgment,  of 
which  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem 
was  a  type.    He  said,  "  When  I  am 


ll  OF'  ^Jerusalem. 

gone,  take  care  that  you  are  not 
deceived ;  for  false  Christs  and  false 
prophets  will  come,  and  try  to  de- 
ceive you ;  but  you  must  not  believe 
them,  nor  attend  to  what  they  say. 
Then  you  will  hear  of  wars,  and 
famines,  and  earthquakes,  and 
plagues.  Dreadful  sights  will  be 
seen  in  the  sky,  and  men  will  be  in 
great  fear  and  sorrow.  But  when 
you  see  all  these  things,  do  not  fear; 
only  remember,  that  they  will  be 
the  signs  of  destruction  coming 
upon  Jerusalem.  Then  you  will  be 
hated,  and  persecuted,  and  impris- 
oned, and  some  of  you  even  killed 
for  my  sake.  But  still  you  must 
not  fear ;  for  I  shall  be  with  you  in 
all  your  sorrows.  After  this,  great 
armies  will  come  again  st  Jerusalem 
When  you  see  them,  you  must  flee 
directly  to  the  mountains.  You 
must  not  stay  to  take  your  clothes, 
nor  anything  you  have ;  but  escape 
directly,  and  then  you  will  be  safe. 
But  Jerusalem,  the  Temple,  and  the 
city,  will  all  be  destroyed ;  the  peo- 
ple in  it  will  be  killed  or  taken 
prisoners  ;  and  Jerusalem  will  be 
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trodden  down  of  the  Gentiles  for 
many  generations.  All  these  things 
will  soon  come  to  pass." 

Then  Jesus  spoke  of  his  own 
second  coming.  He  said,  "God 
only  knows  when  that  day  will  be. 
I  shall  come  when  people  are  not 
looking  for  me,  nor  thinking  of  me. 
I  shall  come  suddenly,  as  the  flood 
came  upon  the  wicked  in  the  time 
of  Noah.  I  shall  come  in  the 
clouds  of  Heaven,  with  power  and 
great  glory,  and  I  shall  send  my 
angels,  to  gather  together  my  own 
people  from  every  part  of  the  earth, 
and  take  them  to  be  with  me  for 
ever.  Then  two  women  will  be 
grinding  together ;  one  will  be  taken, 
and  the  other  left.  Two  men  will 
be  in  the  field ;  one  will  be  taken, 
and  the  other  left.  "Watch  then ; 
for  you  know  not  when  your  Lord 
will  come.  Be  ready  to  meet  me 
with  joy  at  that  day." 

All  that  Jesus  foretold  about  the 
destruction  of  Jerusalem  soon  came 
to  pass.  Not  very  long  after  Christ's 
ascension  to  Heaven,  a  false  prophet 
appeared,  and  said  that  he  was 
Christ ;  and  many  of  the  Jews  be- 
lieved him,  though  they  had  re- 
jected the  true  Messiah.  There 
were  wars  in  many  parts  of  the 
world ;  and  troubles  of  every  kind. 
Wonderful  and  dreadful  sights  were 
seen  in  Jerusalem,  unlike  anything 
ever  seen  before.  The  disciples 
understood  that  these  were  signs  of 
destruction  coming  upon  Jerusalem, 
for  they  remembered  what  Jesus 
had  told  them ;  but  the  wicked  un- 
believing people  did  not  understand 
them.  At  last  the  Eoman  army 
came  to  besiege  Jerusalem.  Then 
the  disciples  remembered  again 
what  Jesus  had  told  them ;  and 


they  all  left  the  city,  and  escaped  to 
a  place  called  Pella,  in  the  moun- 
tains of  Gilead ;  and  there  they 
were  kept  in  safety.  Not  one  per- 
ished. But  it  was  a  sad  time  for 
the  poor  Jews  in  Jerusalem  then. 
They  suffered  very  much  from 
famine  in  the  long  siege  ;  many 
died  of  hunger ;  some  eat  even  their 
own  children.  Numbers  were  taken 
prisoners  every  day,  and  crucified ; 
and  the  city  was  full  of  dead  bodies, 
and  the  streets  were  red  with  blood. 
At  last  Jerusalem  was  taken.  The 
Eomans  burnt  the  beautiful  Temple, 
and  ploughed  up  the  ground  where 
it  had  stood;  and  the  holy  vessels 
they  carried  away  to  Eome.  The 
Jews  were  killed";  or  taken  captives, 
and  sent  to  live  miserably  in  distant 
lands.  From  that  time,  they  have 
been  scattered  over  the  world, 'and 
their  pleasant  land  has  been  pos- 
sessed by  the  Gentiles.  All  these 
dreadful  sufferings  were  the  punish- 
ment of  their  sins,  particularly  that 
dreadful  sin  of  rejecting  and  crucify- 
ing their  Messiah.  But  God  has  not 
cast  off  His  people  Israel  for  ever. 
He  says  to  them  in  His  word,  "  I 
will  take  you  from  among  the 
heathen,  and  bring  you  into  your 
own  land.  A  new  heart  will  I  give 
you,  and  a  new  spirit  will  I  put 
within  you.  I  will  put  my  spirit 
within  you,  and  cause  you  to  walk  in 
my  statutes."   Ezeh.  xxxvi.  24 — 26. 

The  destruction  of  Jerusalem  is  a 
type  of  something  still  more  dread- 
ful— the  destruction  of  the  wicked 
at  the  coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  We  cannot  tell  when  this 
will  be ;  but  we  know  that  it  will 
be  a  very  dreadful  day  for  those  who 
are  not  ready  for  it,  and  a  very 
glorious  and  happy  day  for  those 
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CCXXXIX. 


I  RT  H  OF 


R  1ST 


ARY  was  married  to  a 
man  named  Joseph.  He 
was  a  good  man,  and  re- 
joiced in  the  blessing 
which  God  had  promised 
to  Mary.  An  angel  had  told  him 
in  a  dream,  that  his  wife  should 
have  a  son,  and  that  God  himself 
was  the  Father  of  that  son;  and 
that  his  name  should  be  called 
Jesus,  or  the  Saviour,  because  he 
should  "  save  his  people  from  their 
sins." 

The  time  for  the  birth  of  Jesus 
was  then  very  near.  Where  was 
He  to  be  born  ?  The  prophets  had 
been  taught  to  foretel  His  birth- 
place. Micah  had  said,  that  it 
should  be  in  Bethlehem,  in  the 
tribe  of  Judah.  But  Joseph  and 
Mary  lived  at  Nazareth,  many  miles 
from  Bethlehem;  how  then  could 
this  prophecy  be  fulfilled  ?  What 
God  says,  He  always  does ;  and  what 
is  hard  to  us,  is  very  easy  to  Him. 

The  Jews  were  under  the  govern- 
ment of  Augustus,  emperor  of 
Some;  and  just  at  this  time,  he 
made  a  law  that  all  his  subjects 
should  be  taxed ;  that  every  person 
should  pay  a  sum  of  money  to  the 
Roman  government.  All  the  peo- 
ple went  to  their  own  tribes,  and 
their  own  cities,  according  to  their 
families,  to  have  their  riames  taken 
down  before  the  taxing  began ;  so 
Joseph  left  Nazareth,  and  went  to 
Bethlehem;  for  that  was  his  city, 
because       was  of  the  family  of 


David,  who  was  a  native  of  Bethle- 
hem. And  Mary  went  with  Joseph. 
But  Joseph  and  Mary  had  no  pos- 
session, no  house  in  Bethlehem; 
they  were  poor  people;  and  when 
they  went  to  the  inn,  they  were 
told  there  was  no  room  for  them  ; 
so  they  went  into  a  stable  to 
rest  there.  That  very  night,  God's 
promise  to  Mary  was  fulfilled; 
the  child  Jesus  was  born.  His 
mother  wrapped  Him  in  swaddling 
clothes,  and  laid  Him  in  the  man- 
ger. He  had  no  kind  nurse  to  take 
care  of  Him;  only  His  mother,  and 
she  was  very  poor,  and  could  not  do 
much  for  Him.  How  humble  and  . 
lowly  Jesus  was! 

His  body  was  like  that  of  any 
other  little  child;  and  He  suffered 
pain  and  hunger  like  other  chil- 
dren, and  he  needed  food,  and  rest, 
and  care,  as  they  do.  But  there 
were  some  tilings  in  which  Jesus 
was  different  from  every  other  child 
that  was  ever  born  into  this  world. 
He  had  no  sin. 

When  Jesus  came  the  first  time, 
He  came  in  great  humility,  because 
He  was  going  to  suffer  and  die  for 
sinners.  But  when  He  comes  again, 
He  will  come  in  power  and  glory, 
to  punish  His  enemies,  and  to  take 
His  people  to  reign  with  Him  for 
ever.  Let  us  pray  that  we  may  be 
among  His  people,  and  that,  when 
He  comes,  we  "  may  be  found  of  Him 
in  peace,  without  spot,  and  blame- 
less."   2  Peter  iii.  14. 
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their  children;  and  the  little  chil- 
dren themselves  cried,  and  clung  to 
their  mothers  for  safety ;  but  noth- 
ing could  save  them ;  Herod  and  his 
men  had  no  pity ;  all  the  babes  in 
Bethlehem  were  slain. 

Did  Jesus  feel  for  those  little  ones 
who  died  in  Bethlehem  for  His 
sake  ?  yes ;  those  children  were  very 
dear  to  Him.  He  knew  all  their 
sufferings.  But  they  were  safe,  as 
all  little  children  are  who  die  before 
they  are  able  to  understand  these 
things.  Jesus  has  made  an  atone- 
ment for  them;   He  has  washed 


away  their  sin  in  His  own  blood, 
and  they  are  acccepted  and  saved 
for  His  sake.  The  children  slain  in 
Bethlehem  are  now  in  Heaven  ;  re- 
joicing there  with  many  more  little 
ones,  who,  like  them,  died  in  in- 
fancy. They  are  not  sorry  that  they 
died  so  soon.  No ;  they  rejoice 
that  God  was  pleased  to  take  them, 
before  they  knew  much  of  the  sor- 
row and  sin  of  this  sad  and  wicked 
world.  They  know  now  all  that 
Jesus  had  done  for  them ;  and  why 
they  are  so  happy,  and  so  safe  with 
their  Saviour  in  Heaven. 


CCXLIV. 


ESUS    WITH  THE 


CTO  R  S 


ESUS  and  his  parents 
stayed  in  Egypt  until  the 
death  of  the  cruel  king 
Herod ;  and  then  an  an- 
gel of  the  Lord  appeared 
in  a  dream  to  Joseph,  in  Egypt, 
saying,  "  Arise,  and  take  the  young 
child  and  his  mother,  and  go  into 
the  land  of  Israel;  for  they  are 
dead  which  sought  the  young  child's 
life."  So  Joseph  arose,  and  took 
Mary  and  the  infant  Jesus,  and 
went  back  to  the  land  of  Israel. 
But  they  did  not  go  to  Bethlehem  ; 
for  Herod's  son  Archelaus  was  now 
reigning  in  Judea,  and  Joseph  was 
afraid  of  him ;  so,  at  the  command 
of  God,  he  went  to  Galilee,  and  set- 
tled in  Nazareth,  where  he  and  Mary 
had  lived  before.  Here  Jesus  was 
brought  up.  "  And  the  child  grew, 
and  waxed  strong  in  spirit,  filled 


with  wisdom;  and  the  grace  of  God 
was  upon  him." 

You  remember  there  was  a  feast 
which  God  commanded  the  Jews  to 
keep,  called  the  Passover.  Every 
year,  Joseph  and  Mary  went  to 
Jerusalem  to  this  feast ;  and  when 
Jesus  was  twelve  years  old,  they 
took  Him  with  them.  They  went 
with  a  large  company;  and,  after 
the  feast  was  over,  they  returned 
together.  Jesus  stayed  behind; 
but  His  parents  thought  He  was  in 
the  company ;  so  they  began  their 
journey  towards  home.  A  whole 
day  passed,  and  they  saw  nothing  of 
Jesus ;  and  then  they  began  to  won- 
der where  He  was,  and  they  sought 
Him  among  their  friends  and  rela- 
tions who  were  travelling  with  them. 
But  no  one  had  seen  Jesus.  Then 
His  parents  felt  very  unhappy,  and 
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returned  to  Jerusalem,  anxiously 
seeking  Him  all  the  way.  When 
they  came  to  the  city,  they  went 
through  the  streets,  and  into  many 
of  the  houses,  but  they  could  not 
find  Him.  At  last,  after  three  days, 
they  went  into  the  temple,  and 
there,  to  their  great  joy,  they  saw 
Jesus  sitting  among  the  learned 
doctors ;  talking  to  them,  and  hear- 
ing, and  asking  them  questions. 
And  all  who  heard  what  Jesus  said, 
wondered  at  his  understanding  and 
answers. 

When  Mary  saw  Jesus,  she  said 
to  Him,  "  Son,  why  hast  thou  done 
this  ?  Thy  father  and  I  have  sought 
thee  sorrowing."  But  Jesus  an- 
swered, "Why  did  you  seek  me? 
Know  you  not  that  I  must  be  about 
my  Father's  business?"  Mary  did 
not  understand  what  Jesus  said; 
but  she  remembered  all  His  words, 
and  heard  them  with  reverence  and 
kept  them  in  her  heart.  Jesus  had 
work  to  do,  which  Mary  did  not  yet 
understand.  He  had  His  heavenly 
Father  to  honor — that  Father  was 
God.  And  what  was  the  business 
which  His  heavenly  Father  had 
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given  Him  to  do  ?  It  was  to  make 
hmself  known  as  the  Saviour  of 
sinners.  This  was  why  Jesus  came 
down  from  Heaven.  "  The  Father 
sent  the  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of 
the  world."    1  John  iv.  14. 

But  when  Joseph  and  Mary  called 
Jesus,  He  left  the  doctors  directly, 
and  went  home  with  them  to  Naza- 
reth, "and  was  subject  unto  them." 
And  why  did  He  submit  to  them  ? 
Because  He  came  to  obey  all  the 
commands  of  God;  and  one  of 
those  commands  says,  "  Honor  thy 
father  and  thy  mother;"  and  be- 
cause He  wished  to  give  an  example 
to  other  children,  and  to  teach  them 
to  be  humble,  and  gentle,  and 
meek,  and  obedient,  as  He  Himself 
was.  But  can  children  be  as  good 
as  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ?  No; 
because  He  was  all  holy,  and  they 
are  weak  and  sinful ;  but  they  must 
pray  and  try  to  be  like  Him  ;  and, 
if  they  ask  for  the  Holy  Spirit  ,to 
enable  them  to  become  so,  their 
prayers  will  be  heard  and  answered ; 
and  then,  as  they  grow  in  years, 
they  will  grow  in  grace  too,  and  in 
the  love  and  favor  of  God. 
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ID  Jesus  say  anything 
more .  to  His  disciples 
while  they  were  on  the 
mount  ?  Yes  :  many 
things.  He  told  them 
not  to  seek  for  riches  or  possessions 
here  on  earth,  because  they  might 
very  soon  lose  all.  Eust  and  moth 
might  spoil  their  fine  things;  or 
thieves  might  break  through,  and 
steal  them.  But  Jesus  told  His 
disciples  to  lay  up  treasures  for 
themselves  in  Heaven,  where  nei- 
ther moth  nor  rust  can  spoil,  and 
where  there  are  no  thieves  to  break 
through  and  steal.  And  what  are 
these  heavenly  treasures  ?  Eternal 
life,  everlasting  happiness,  and  "a 
crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not 
away." 

Then  Jesus  told  the  people  not 
to  be  very  anxious  about  their 
bodies,  nor  to  think  and  talk  so 
much  about  what  they  should  eat, 
and  what  they  should  drink,  and 
how  they  should  be  clothed.  He 
taught  them,  and  He  teaches  us  too, 
to  learn  a  lesson  from  the  birds  of 
the  air,  and  from  the  flowers  of  the 
field.  Look  at  the  little  birds,  as 
they  fly  about  among  the  trees,  and 
sing  in  the  branches.  They  do  not 
trouble  themselves  with  thinking 
how  they  shall  get  food  for  their 
young.  They  do  not  sow,  nor  reap, 
nor  gather  into  barns.  They  make 
their  nests,  and  lay  their  eggs ; 
and  when  their  little  ones  are 
hatched,  they  go,  and  seek  food  for 
them;  and  God  teaches  them  to 


find  it  in  plenty.  And  if  God  takes 
so  much  care  of  these  little  birds, 
will  He  not  take  care  of  us  ?  We 
are  worth  more,  far  more,  than 
they. 

And  why  should  we  be  so  anxious 
about  clothing  ?  Look  at  the  flow- 
ers growing  in  the  field,  and  learn 
another  lesson  from  them.  Look 
at  their  pretty  blossoms,  and  their 
bright  green  leaves.  They  did  not 
make  that  beautiful  clothing  for 
themselves ;  they  had  no  thought, 
no  care  about  it ;  and  yet  Solomon, 
in  all  his  glory,  was  not  dressed  like 
one  of  these.  Jesus  says,  "  If  God 
so  clothe  the  flowers  of  the  field, 
will  He  not  also  much  more  clothe 


you 


Then  when  you  walk  in  the  fields, 
and  see  the  birds,  and  the  flowers, 
and  the  trees,  remember  that  the 
same  God  who  made  and  keeps 
them  all,  made  and  can  keep  us 
also.  He  has  given  more  to  us  than 
to  them.  They  cannot  love  and 
praise  Him,  for  they  have  no  soul, 
no  power  to  think,  as  we  have. 
The  flowers  open  their  pretty  blos- 
soms in  the  sunshine,  and  bloom 
for  a  few  hours,  and  then  fade 
away :  and  the  birds  sing  among  the 
trees,  and  are  very  happy  for  a  little 
time,  but  they  soon  die  and  perish. 
But  God  has  given  us  a  soul  and 
understanding,  that  we  may  learn 
to  love  and  praise  Him  while  we 
live,  and  that  when  we  die  we  may 
be  taken  to  Heaven,  to  love  and 
praise  Him  for  ever. 
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imprisoned,  had  talked  to  Herod 
and  Herodias,  and  warned  them  of 
their  sins.  But  they  only  hated 
him  for  his  faithfulness  ;  and  when 
he  was  put  into  prison,  they  did  not 
forget  their  hatred.  Herodias  had 
long  wished  him  to  be  killed ;  and 
now  the  time  was  come  when  she 
could  have  her  wish.  So  as  soon  as 
Salome  said,  "  What  shall  I  ask  to 
be  given  me  ?"  this  wicked  mother 
answered,  "Ask  for  the  head  of 
John  the  Baptist."  But  was  not 
Salome  frightened  and  sorry  when 
Herodias  said  this?  No,  she  was 
pleased ;  for  sin  had  made  her  heart 
as  hard  and  cruel  as  her  mother's. 
So  she  ran  back  joyfully  to  the 
king,  and  said,  "I  will  that  thou 
give  me  by  and  by,  in  a  charger,  the 
head  of  John  the  Baptist."  Herod 
was  sorry.  He  knew  it  was  very 
"wicked  to  kill  John,  and  that  God 
would  be  angry  if  he  did;  but  he 
foolishly  thought  that  he  must  keep 
his  promise  to  Salome ;  he  was  afraid 
of  displeasing  her,  and  his  wicked 
company,  though  he  was  not  afraid 
of  displeasing  God.  So  he  gave  the 
command ;  and  the  executioner  went 
and  beheaded  John  in  the  prison, 
and  took  the  bleeding  head,  and  put 
it  upon  a  charger,  or  large  dish,  and 
gave  it  to  Salome ;  and  she  carried 
it  to  her  mother. 

This  is  a  dreadful  story ;  but  we 
may  learn  something  from  it.  It 
teaches  us  how  sin  may  end,  if  not 
resisted  and  overcome  by  God's 
grace.  Anger  and  hatred  may  end 
even  in  murder ;  and  therefore  the 
Bible  tells  us,  that  "whosoever  hat- 
etli  his  brother  is  a  murderer."  1 
John,  iii.  15. 

But  did  not  God  punish  these 
wicked  murderers?   Yes;  He  did 


punish  them.  Herod  was  never 
happy  afterwards;  he  never  knew 
peace  again.  When  he  heard  of 
Jesus,  and  His  wonderful  works,  he 
said,  "This  is  John  whom  I  be- 
headed ;  he  is  risen  from  the  dead." 
And  then  Herod  felt  full  of  fear, 
thinking  that  John,  perhaps,  was 
coming  to  punish  him;,  for  the 
murder  was  always  in  Herod's 
mind,  troubling  him,  and  making 
him  unhappy  every  day  he  lived. 
And  we  read  in  history  that,  some 
time  after  this,  Herod  offended  the 
^Emperor  of  Kome,  and  was  taken 
away  from  his  government,  and  sent 
to  a  distant  country,  where  he  and 
Herodias  died  miserably. 

What  became  of  Salome  ?  Her 
end  was  still  more  dreadful.  It  is 
said,  that,  many  years  after,  when 
crossing  a  frozen  river  in  the  winter 
time,  the  ice  broke,  and  she  fell  in ; 
and  the  sharp  ice  cut  off  her  head, 
and  killed  her,  as  she  had  desired 
John  the  Baptist  to  be  killed  so 
many  years  before.  "The  wicked 
shall  not  be  unpunished."  Prov. 
xi.  21. 

When  the  disciples  heard  of  the 
death  of  John,  they  took  up  his 
body,  and  laid  it  in  a  tomb;  and 
then  they  went,  and  told  Jesus.  It 
was  sad  for  them  to  lose  their  dear 
friend ;  but  they  had  much  to  com- 
fort them  in  their  sorrow.  They 
knew  that  John's  happy  spirit  was 
now  in  a  world  where  there  is  no 
more  death  nor  sorrow ; — that  world 
which  was  shown  to  the  other  John, 
many  years  after,  in  vision,  when  he 
saw  "  the  souls  of  them  that  were 
slain  for  the  word  of  God,  and  for 
the  testimony  which  they  held." 
Those  happy  souls  are  ever  "  before 
the  throne  of  God,  and  serve  Him 
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IjPNjgjjLL  the  people  in  the  world 
'^^0)  are  taking  a  very  long 
vi j01irney  >  they  are  travel- 
^^/y^M  ling  home  to  a  far  dis- 
tant country.  But  they 
are  not  all  travelling  on  the  same 
road,  and  they  are  not  all  going  to 
the  same  country.  There  are  two 
roads,  and  every  person  is  walking 
in  one  or  other  of  them.  At  the 
beginning  of  each  road  is  a  gate. 
One  of  these  gates  is  very  wide ;  it 
is  always  standing  open ; .  and  the 
path  into  which  it  leads  is  broad, 
and  looks  sunny  and  pleasant ;  and 
very  many  people  are  walking  there. 
The  other  gate  is  strait  and  narrow. 
It  is  shut;  but  when  any  one 
knocks,  it  is  always  opened  directly ; 
and  over  it  is  written,  "  Knock,  and 
it  shall  be  opened  unto  you."  The 
path  to  which  this  strait  gate  leads, 
is  very  narrow ;  people  often  think 
it  looks  dull  and  gloomy;  so  they 
turn  away  from  it,  to  walk  in  the 
broad  way.  Very  few  are  seen  in 
the  narrow  road;  but  those  who 
are  there  like  it  very  much,  and 
wish  others  to  walk  with  them. 
They  say,  "  The  way  is  a  way  of 
pleasantness,  and  the  path  is  the 
path  of  peace." 


And  where  do  these  two  roads 
end  ?  The  narrow  road  leads  to  a 
bright,  and  glorious,  and  happy 
land.  A  country  where  there  is  no 
pain  nor  sorrow ;  where  the  inhabi- 
tants shall  not  say,  "I  am  sick;" 
and  where  all  tears  are  wiped  away. 
But  the  broad  road  leads  to  another, 
and  very  different  country.  It  ends 
in  a  place  "where  there  is  "weeping, 
and  wailing,  and  gnashing  of  teeth." 
"  There  is  a  way  which  seemeth  to 
be  right,  but  the  end  thereof  is  the 
way  of  death."  Prov.  xvi.  25. 

Jesus  told  his  disciples  of  these 
two  gates,  and  of  the  two  ways  to 
which  they  led.  He  said,  "Enter 
ye  in  at  the  strait  gate;  for 
wide  is  the  gate,  and  broad  is  the 
way,  that  leadeth  to  destruction, 
and  many  there  be  which  go  in 
thereat :  because  strait  is  the  gate, 
and  narrow  is  the  way,  which 
leadeth  unto  life,  and  few  there  be 
which  find  it."  Do  you  know  what 
is  meant  by  all  this?  The  broad 
road  is  the  way  of  sin,  and  forget- 
fulness  of  God,  and  it  leads  to  Hell. 
The  narrow  road  is  the  way  of  re- 
pentance, and  faith,  and  holiness, 
and  it  leads  to  Heaven.  In  which 
of  these  two  roads  are  you  walking  ? 
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went  to  the  sea,  and  did  what  he 
was  commanded,  and  found  all  as 
Jesus  had  said.  We  cannot  tell  how 
the  money  came  into  the  fish's 
mouth ;  but  what  wonderful  power 
Jesus  showed  in  bringing  the  right 
fish  to  Peter's  hook,  just  at  the 
right  time ! 

We  may  learn  a  lesson  from  this 
story.  When  we  have  a  duty  to  do, 
we  ought  always  to  do  it  directly. 
If  we  owe  a  debt,  we  should  always 
pay  it  as  soon  as  possible.  Per- 
haps it  may  be  very  hard  to  do 
this;  we  cannot  tell  how  to  raise 


the  money,  and  we  may  be  in  trouble 
and  difficulty  about  it.  But  if  peo- 
ple determine  to  do  what  is  right, 
and  ask  help  from  God,  He  can 
make  all  easy.  He  may  not  work  a 
miracle,  as  Jesus  did  when  He 
brought  the  fish  with  the  money  to 
Peter's  hook;  but  He  can  find  a 
way  to  help  His  people ;  and  He 
will  help  them,  if  they  seek  His 
direction,  and  enable  them  to  do 
what  is  right,  and  to  be  honest  "  not 
only  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  but 
also  in  the  sight  of  men."  2.  Cor. 
viii.  21. 
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HE  disciples,  all  but  one, 
really  loved  Jesus ;  but 
they  were  weak  and  sin- 
ful like  ourselves,  and 
therefore,  they  often  did 
and  said  what  was  very  foolish  and 
very  wrong.  One  day,  they  quar- 
relled among  themselves  who  should 
be  the  greatest.  They  came  to  Je- 
sus and  asked,  "  Lord,  who  shall  be 
chief  in  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  ?" 
This  showed  great  pride  in  the  dis- 
ciples ;  so  Jesus  kindly  reproved 
them,  and  told  them  how  sinful  it 
is  to  be  proud.  He  called  a  little 
child,  and  took  it  up  in  His  arms, 
and  said,  "Except  you  become  like 
little  children,  you  cannot  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  Heaven.  Whoso- 
ever shall  humble  himself  like  this 
little  child,  he  shall  be  the  greatest 
in  the  kingdom  of  Heaven." 

28 


What  did  Jesus  mean  by  this  ? 
Why  were  the  disciples  to  be  like 
little  children  ?  Are  not  little  chil- 
dren sinful,  and  full  of  evil  tempers 
and  bad  passions  ?  Yes ;  and  the 
disciples  were  not  to  be  like  them 
in  these  things.  But  there  are 
other  things  in  which  we  ought  all 
to  try  to  be  like  little  children- 
Little  children  feel  that  they  are  ig- 
norant and  know  nothing,  and  are 
willing  to  be  taught.  So  the  dis- 
ciples of  Jesus  should  be.  They 
must  not  think  of  themselves  "  more 
highly  than  they  ought  to  think  f 
they  must  not  be  "  wise  in  their  own 
conceits."  The  Bible  says,  "  Be 
clothed  with  humility."  1  Pet.  v.  5. 

Little  children  feel  their  own 
weakness,  and  run  to  their  kind 
parents  to  take  care  of  them,  and 
help  them  in  all  their  troubles  and 
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that  they  were  willing  to  bear  them- 
selves all  the  blame  and  punish- 
ment of  murdering  Jesus.  They 
were  so  angry  and  mad  with  rage, 
that  they  hardly  knew  what  they 
said.  But  God  heard  their  words, 
and  He  has  remembered  them. 
Those  words  have  been  fulfilled  in  a 
very  dreadful  way.  The  Jews  have 
been  punished  for  their  sin  for 
many  generations.  The  blood  of 
Jesus, — the  curse  of  having  mur- 
dered the  Son  of  God,  has  been 
upon  them  and  their  children  for 
more  than  eighteen  hundred  years. 
When  we  think  of  the  Jews  scat- 


tered over  the  earth,  without  a. 
home,  and  without  a  king,  we  should 
remember  why  they  are  thus  pun- 
ished ; — because  they  crucified  their 
Messiah.  And  then  we  should  pray 
God  to  hasten  that  happy  time  when 
they  will  repent,  and  be  restored  to 
God's  favor  again.  Then  they  will 
"  look  upon  Him  whom  they  pierced, 
and  mourn ; "  and  they  will  seek  to 
have  His  blood  sprinkled  upon  their 
hearts,  and  to  wash  in  that  "  foun- 
tain opened  to  the  house  of  David, 
and  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jeru- 
salem, for  sin  and  for  uncleanness." 
Zee.  xiii.  1. 
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HEN  the  soldiers  took  Je- 
sus, and  tore  off  His 
clothes,  and  put  on  Him 
a  purple  robe.  And  they 
platted  a  crown  of  thorns, 
and  put  it  upon  His  head,  and  gave 
Him  a  reed  to  hold  in  His  right 
hand  for  a  sceptre ;  and  then  they 
bowed  before  Him,  mocking  Him, 
and  pretending  to  honor  Him  as  a 
king ;  and  said,  "  Hail,  King  of  the 
J ews  ! "  Then  they  spit  on  Him,  and 
smote  Him  on  the  head  with  the  reed. 
And  after  they  had  mocked  Him, 
they  took  off  the  purple  robe,  and  put 
His  own  raiment  on  Him,  and  led 
Him  away  to  be  crucified. 

At  first,  they  made  Jesus  Himself 
carry  the  cross  on  which  He  was  to 
die ;  but  He  was  too  weak  to  carry 
it  far ;  so  they  called  a  man  named 
Simon,  whom  they  met  on  the  road, 


and  made  him  carry  it.  As  Jesus 
passed  along,  many  of  His  friends 
came  out,  and  followed  Him,  weep- 
ing very  bitterly.  Some  of  them 
were  women ;  those  women,  per- 
haps, whom  He  had  healed,  or 
whose  friends  He  had  raised  to  life. 
When  Jesus  saw  them  following, 
He  turned  to  them,  and  said, 
"  Daughters  of  Jerusalem,  weep  not 
for  me,  but  weep  for  yourselves  and 
your  children.  Weep  for  your  coun- 
try, and  for  all  the  sorrow  which  is 
coming  upon  it."  Jesus  could  feel 
for  His  friends  and  His  country  in 
all  His  sufferings.  He  cared  more 
for  their  sorrow  than  for  His  own. 

At  last,  the  multitude  came  to  a 
place  outside  the  gate  of  Jerusalem, 
called  Golgotha  or  Calvary.  There 
they  crucified  Jesus.  They  nailed 
His  hands  and  His  feet  to  the  cross, 
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and  set  up  the  cross  in  the  ground, 
and  left  Him  to  hang  upon  it  till 
He  died. 

It  was  usual  to  give  spiced  wine 
to  those  who  were  crucified,  to  quiet 
their  pain,  and  help  them  to  bear  it; 
so  some  of  the  people  who  were 
with  Jesus,  gave  Him  wine  mingled 
with  bitter  gall.    But  when  He  had 
tasted  it,  He  would  not  drink. 
Jesus  did  not  wish  His  pain  to  be 
lessened.    He  was  willing  to  bear  it 
all.    Then  the  soldiers  took  the 
|    raiment  of  Jesus,  and  divided  it 
||    among    themselves,  casting  lots. 
This  had  been  foretold  many,  many 
years  before.    David,  speaking  of 
|     Christ,  had  said,  "  They  part  my 
j  I   garments  among  them,  and  cast  lots 

I  for  my  vesture."  Psalm  xxii.  18. 
ji  I   Many  of  the  psalms  are  prophecies 

;  1  of  the  sufferings  and  death  of 
t  Christ. 

j  j  Then  the  soldiers  sat  down  near 
j     the  cross,  and  watched  Him  there. 

I  What  a  sad  sight  it  was !    The  holy 
Jesus,  who  had  never  done  any 

I I  wrong,  hanging  upon  the  cross  in 
if |  pain  and  sorrow;  and  his  cruel 

I I  enemies  mocking  Him,  and  reviling 
|     Him !     Those  hard-hearted  men 

j  cared  nothing  for  the  sufferings  of 
fi  j  Jesus ;  yet  He  cared  for  them ;  He 
!  I  pitied  them,  and  prayed  for  them, 


even  on  the  cross.  He  cried, 
"Father,  forgive  them,  for  they 
know  not  what  they  do.  And  we 
may  be  sure  that  the  prayer  of  Jesus 
was  not  in  vain.  It  was  heard  and 
answered.  Many  of  those  cruel 
murderers  afterwards  learnt  to  be- 
lieve in  Jesus;  they  asked  to  be 
washed  from  their  sins  in  that 
blood  which  they  had  helped  to 
shed;  and  they  were  pardoned,. and 
saved,  and  now  they  are  rejoicing 
with  Jesus  in  Heaven. 

Pilate  wrote  a  title,  and  set  it  up 
oyer  the  cross — "This  is  Jesus,  the 
king  of  the  Jews."  Pilate  wrote  it 
in  mockery ;  and  those  who  read  it 
only  laughed,  and  reviled  Jesus  the 
more.  Yet  the  writing  was  true. 
Jesus  was  the  king  of  the  Jews. 
When  the  angel  told  Mary  of  His 
birth,  he  said,  "  God  shall  give  Him 
the  throne  of  His  father  David." 
The  Jews  indeed  would  not  receive 
Him  as  their  king;  they  said,  "We 
will  not  have  this  man  to  reign  over 
us."  But  a  time  is  coming  when 
they  will  receive  Him.  God  says, 
"They  shall  be  my  people,  and  I 
will  be  their  God.  And  David  my 
servant  (that  is  the  Lord  Jesus) 
shall  be  king  over  them ;  He  shall 
be  their  prince  for  ever."  EzeTc. 
xxxvii.  23—25, 
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attentive  they  ought  to  be  to  all 
the  holy  lessons  given  them !  But 
then  it  will  do  children  no  good 
merely  to  know  these  things  with 
their  understandings,  if  they  do  not 
feel  them  in  their  hearts.  And 
only  the  Holy  Spirit  can  teach  the 
heart.   He  it  was  who  was  Timo- 
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thy's  best  teacher ;  who  blessed  the 
instruction  of  Lois  and  Eunice,  and 
made  Timothy  really  "wise  unto 
salvation."  Pray  that  you  may  be 
thus  taught;  and  then,  like  Timo- 
thy, you  will  be  useful  while  you 
live,  and  eternally  happy  when  you 
die. 


CCCL. 


"Paul  at  -pHiLippi. 


AUL  and  his  companions 
went  through  Phrygia, 
and  Galatia,  and  Mysia, 
and  at  last  they  came  to 
Troas.  A  Christian  church 
formed  in  Galatia,  to  which 
Paul  afterwards  sent  the  epistle 
called  "the  epistle  to  the  Gala- 
tians." 

While  Paul  was  at  Troas,  he  saw, 
m  a  vision,  a  man  of  Macedonia, 
saying  to  him,  "Come  over  into 
Macedonia,  and  help  us."  As  soon 
as  Paul  had  seen  this  vision,  he  de- 
termined to  go  directly  to  Macedo- 
nia; for  he  knew  the  vision  came 
I  from  God,  and  that  it  was  sent  to 
tell  him  that  there  was  work  to  do 
in  Macedonia.  So  he  took  a  ship, 
and  sailed  to  Samothracia,  and  the 
1  next  day  to  Neapolis;  and  then  he 
I  came  to  Philippi,  a  chief  city  in 
[Macedonia,  peopled  by  Eomans. 
[  Paul  and  his  friends  stayed  some 
days  at  Philippi ;  and  on  the  Sab- 
Ibath  they  went  to  the  river's  side,  to 
Ija  place  where  the  people  used  to 
imeet  for  prayer ;  and  Paul  sat  down, 
land  taught  the  women  who  came 
(there.    One  of  these  women  was 


named  Lydia.  She  was  a  seller  of 
purple,  of  the  city  of  Thyatira,  and 
a  worshipper  of  the  true  God.  The 
Lord  opened  the  heart  of  Lydia  to 
attend  to  the  things  which  Paul 
said ;  and  she  became  a  believer  in 
Christ,  and  was  baptized.  Lydia 
was  so  thankful  to  the  apostles  for 
their  instruction,  that  she  begged 
them  to  come  into  her  house,  and 
stay  there. 

People  may  hear  the  gospel 
preached  to  them,  but  they  will 
never  be  the  better  for  it,  unless 
God  opens  their  hearts,  as  He  did 
Lydia's.  All  our  hearts  are  by  na- 
ture shut  against  the  truth;  and 
therefore,  whenever  we  read  or  hear 
the  Scriptures,  we  should  pray, 
"Lord,  open  our  hearts,  that  we 
may  understand  and  receive  Thy 
word." 

There  was  another  person  at  Phi- 
lippi, to  whom  Paul  was  useful. 
This  was  a  young  woman  who  was 
possessed  with  an  evil  spirit,  and 
pretended  to  foretell  future  things. 
She  was  a  slave;  and  her  wicked  and 
cruel  masters  gained  a  great  deal 
of  money  by  her ;  for  many  people 
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0  Paul  left  Athens,  and 
went  to  Corinth,  another 
city  in  Greece.  There 
he  found  a  Jew  named 


Aquila,  who  had  just 
come  from  Italy  with  his  wife  Pris- 
cilla,  because  the  Roman  emperor 
had  commanded  all  Jews  to  go 
away  from  Eome.  Aquila  and 
Priscilla  were  believing  Jews,  and 
very  kind  and  friendly  to  Paul ;  so 
he  went  and  stayed  at  their  house. 
But  Paul,  and  Aquila,  and  Priscilla, 
did  not  live  in  idleness ;  they  had  to 
work  for  their  daily  bread ;  and  as 
they  were  of  the  same  trade,  they 
worked  together;  for  they  were 
tentmakers. 

This  is  a  lesson  for  us.  God's 
people  should  be  anxious  to  do 
good,  and  to  be  useful  to  others; 
but  they  must  remember,  too,  not 
to  neglect  their  own  daily  duties. 
If  they  are  poor,  as  Paul  and  his 
friends  were,  they  should  work 
diligently  to  get  their  own  living, 
that  they  may  not  be  troublesome 
to  those  around  them.  And  if, 
while  they  work  with  their  hands, 
they  think  of  God,  and  love  Him  in 
their  hearts,  He  will  bless  them  in 
everything  they  do.  St.  Paul  says 
a  great  deal,  in  his  Epistles,  about 
industry  and  diligence  ;  and  he  re- 
proves the  idle  and  slothful,  com- 
manding them,  "by  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  that  with  quietness  they 
work,  and  eat  their  own  bread."  2 
Tims.  iii.  12.    And  he  says  again, 


P  O  RINTH, 

that  "  if  any  would  not  work,  neither 
should  he  eat." 

Every  Sabbath-day,  Paul  went 
into  the  synagogue,  and  talked  to 
the  Jews  and  Greeks.  The  ruler  of 
the  synagogue,  who  was  named 
Crispus,  attended  to  what  Paul 
preached,  and  believed  with  all  his 
family;  and  so  did  many  of  the 
Corinthians.  There  were  enemies 
of  the  gospel  at  Corinth,  as  at  other 
places;  but  God  appeared  to  Paul 
in  a  vision  by  night,  and  told  him 
not  to  fear  them.  He  said,  "  Be 
not  afraid,  but  speak,  and  hold  not 
thy  peace ;  for  I  am  with  thee, 
and  no  man  shall  hurt  thee ;  for  I 
have  much  people  in  this  city." 
This  encouraged  Paul ;  so  he  stayed 
a  year  and  six  months  at  Corinth, 
teaching  the  word  of  God  to  the 
people. 

At  last  the  Jews  were  so  angry 
with  Paul,  that  they  laid  hold  of 
him,  and  brought  him  before  Gallio, 
the  Roman  governor  of  Achaia,  to 
be  judged.  They  said,  "  This  man 
teaches  people  to  worship  God  con- 
trary to  the  law."  This  was  untrue ; 
and  Paul  was  just  going  to  explain 
that  what  he  preached  was  not  con- 
trary to  the  law  ;  but  Gallio  was  im- 
patient, and  would  not  hear.  He 
said,  "All  this  is  no  business  of 
mine.  I  understand  nothing  of 
your  law;  you  must  look  to  the 
matter  yourselves  ;  for  I  will  be  no 
judge  of  such  things ; "  and  then  he 
drove  them  away  from  the  judg- 
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CCOLIX. 


-pAUL    AT  ^VLeLI 

S[p2^ATTL  and  his  companions 
M  LrvJ  soon  f°un<i  that  the  land 
m  Rop  to  which  they  had  escaped 
Jg^sfe  was  called  Melita.  It  is 
an  island  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean Sea,  south  of  Sicily,  and  is 
now  called  Malta.  The  people  then 
living  at  Melita  were  ignorant  heath- 
ens ;  but  they  were  very  kind  to  the 
poor  shipwrecked  people;  for  they- 
lighted  a  fire,  and  invited  them  to 
come  and  warm  themselves  by  it, 
because  of  the  rain  and  cold.  So 
Paul  gathered  some  sticks,  and 
threw  them  on  the  fire,  and  they  all 
stood  round  warming  themselves. 
But  Paul,  and  the  others,  had  not 
seen  a  viper  which  was  hid  among 
the  sticks ;  and  now  the  heat  brought 
it  out,  and  it  fastened  upon  Paul's 
hand.  When  the  heathens  saw  this, 
they  said  one  to  another,  "  No  doubt 
that  man  is  a  murderer ;  he  has  es- 
caped from  the  sea ;  but  he  will  be 
punished  for  his  wickedness  here; 
he  will  not  be  suffered  to  live."  But 
Paul  shook  off  the  viper  into  the 
fire,  and  felt  no  hurt.  The  island- 
ers looked  on  for  a  long  time, 
thinking  that  Paul  would  certainly 
die ;  but  when  they  found  that  he 
was  not  hurt,  they  changed  their 
minds,  and  said  he  must  be  a  god. 
These  poor  people  were  sadly  ignor- 
ant, but  Paul  was  able  and  willing 
to  teach  them  better ;  and  so  he  did. 

One  of  the  chief  men  in  the  island 
was  named  Publius.   He  was  very 
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kind  to  Paul,  and  lodged  him  in  his 
house  three  days.  The  father  of 
Publius  was  very  ill  of  a  fever ;  so 
Paul  went  in  to  see  him,  and  prayed, 
and  laid  his  hands  on  him,  and  heal- 
ed him.  When  the  people  heard  of 
this,  many  others  came  to  Paul  to 
be  cured ;  and  he  did  good  to  them 
all.  But  Paul  was  most  anxious  to 
do  good  to  their  souls ;  so  he  used 
to  speak  to  them  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  the  good  physician  who 
could  heal  them  of  a  disease  much 
worse  than  any  bodily  sickness.  We 
may  believe  that  many  of  these  poor 
islanders  became  true  Christians, 
through  the  preaching  of  Paul; 
and  this  made  him  so  happy,  that 
he  forgot  all  his  past  sufferings  and 
dangers. 

After  three  months,  Paul  and  his 
companions  took  leave  of  their  kind 
friends  at  Melita,  and  sailed  in  a 
new  ship  to  Eome.  There  were 
some  Christians  at  Eome,  to  whom 
Paul  had  before  written  the  epistle 
to  the  Eomans;  and  when  these 
Christians  heard  that  he  was  com- 
ing, they  went  to  meet  him,  as  far 
as  Appii  Forum.  Paul  was  very 
glad  to  see  them,  and  thanked  Cod, 
and  took  courage.  Then  they  all 
went  on  to  Eome.  As  soon  as  they 
were  come  there,  the  centurion  de- 
livered the  other  prisoners  to  the 
captain  of  the  guard ;  but  Paul  was 
suffered  to  live  by  himself,  with  a 
soldier  that  kept  him.    A  great 


PATMOS. 


539 


James  was  slain  by  Herod,  as  we 
read  before.  The  other  James, 
called  "  the  Less,"  Andrew,  Thom- 
as, Philip,  Bartholomew,  Matthew, 
Simon,  Jude,  and  Matthias,  were 
put  to  death  at  different  places,  and 
in  different  ways.  James  the  Less 
wrote  an  epistle ;  so  also  did  Jude. 

Thomas,  it  is  supposed,  went  as 
far  as  Persia  and  India,  and  preach- 
ed to  the  heathens  in  those  countries ; 


and  was,  at  last,  put  to  death  by  the 
idolatrous  Brahmins,  or  priests  of 
India.  Yet  God  blessed  the  labors 
of  His  faithful  servant  and  martyr, 
even  long  after  his  death.  Churches 
were  formed  among  the  wild  moun- 
tains of  India;  and  Christians  are 
still  found  there,  who,  it  is  thought, 
are  descended  from  those  first  con- 
verted by  the  preaching  of  Thomas. 


CCCLXI. 
j3  AT  M  O  S  . 


HE  apostle  who  lived  the 
longest  was  John,  "the 
disciple  whom  Jesus  lov- 
ed."  He  was  not  put  to 


death,  as  the  others  were ; 
but  he  was  cruelly  persecuted,  and 
at  last  sent  to  the  isle  called  Patmos, 
far  away  from  his  country  and  his 
friends.  But  John  had  the  peace 
of  God  in  his  heart,  and  therefore 
he  could  be  contented  and  happy 
even  in  a  desert  island. 

One  Lord's  day,  the  first  day  of 
the  week,  the  Christian  Sabbath, 
John  was  sitting  alone,  thinking  on 
heavenly  things.  He  could  not  go 
now  to  the  house  of  G-od,  and  wor- 
ship there  with  His  people:  but 
John  could  still  keep  the  Sabbath 
in  his  own  heart ; — "  he  was  in  the 
Spirit  on  the  Lord's  day."  Suddenly 
he  heard  behind  him  a  great  voice, 
like  the  sound  of  a  trumpet ;  and, 
turning  round,  he  saw  standing  by 
him  "one  like  unto  the  Son  of 


man."  It  was  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  himself,  who  had  come  to 
comfort  His  servant  John ;  but  He 
did  not  now  look  as  He  had  done 
when  He  was  on  earth,  as  "  a  man 
of  sorrows,"  when  John  saw  him 
suffering  in  the  garden  of  Gethse- 
mane,  and  on  the  cross  of  Calvary. 
He  appeared  now  in  glory.  "  His 
head  and  His  hairs  were  white  like 
wool,  as  white  as  snow;  and  His 
eyes  were  as  a  flame  of  fire ;  and 
His  feet  like  unto  fine  brass;  and 
His  voice  as  the  sound  of  many 
waters;  and  His  countenance 
was  as  the  sun  shineth  in  his 
strength."  The  sight  was  too 
bright  and  glorious  for  John  to 
bear,  and  he  fell  at  His  feet  as 
dead ;  as  he  had  done  once  before, 
when  Jesus  appeared  in  glory  at  His 
transfiguration.  But  Jesus  laid  His 
hand  on  John,  and  said,  "Pear  not; 
I  am  the  first  and  the  last :  I  am  Ho 
that  liveth  and  was  dead ;  and  be- 
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distinguish  them  readily  from  those  of  Bibjical  origin,  so  far  as  the  inspired  Histon 
extends. 

PERIOD  I. 

From  the  Creation  to  the  Deluge,  according  to  Usher,  as  adopted  in  the  English 
versian  of  the  Bible,  1656  years. 

B.  C.  A.  M 

The  creation  of  our  first  parents   4004  1 

The  fall  of  Adam  and  promise  of  a  Saviour  

The  birth  of  Cain,  Adam's  eldest  yon   4001  3 

The  birth  of  Abel,  Adam's  second  son   4000  4 

The  murder  of  Abel,  and  the  punishment  of  Cain   3876  128 

The  birth  of  Seth,  son  of  Adam   3874  130 

The  birth  of  Enos,  son  of  Seth  ,   3769  235 

The  birth  of  Cainan,  son  of  Enos   3679  325 

The  birth  of  Mahalaleel,  son  of  Cainan   3609  395 

The  birth  of  Israel,  son  of  Mahalaleel   3544  460 

The  birth  of  Enoch,  son  of  Israel   3382  622 

The  birth  of  Methuselah,  son  of  Enoch   3317  687 

The  birth  of  Lamech,  son  of  Methuselah   3130  874 

The  death  of  Adam,  aged  930  years  ,   3074  930 

The  translation  of  Enoch,  aged  365  years   3017  987 

The  death  of  Seth,  aged  912  years   2962  1042 

The  birth  of  Noah,  son  of  Lamah   2948  1056 

The  death  of  Enos,  aged  905  years   2864  1140 

The  death  of  Cainan,  aged  910  years   2769  1235 

The  death  of  Mahalaleel,  aged  895  years   2714  1290 

Tl  e  death  of  Israel,  aged  962  years   2582  1422 

Nosh  warned  by  God  of  the  future  deluge,  and  commanded  to  build 

an  ark     2468  1536 

The  birth  of  Japheth,  eldest  son  of  Noah    2448  155(3 

The  birth  of  Shem,  second  son  of  Noah   2446  1558 

The  birth  of  Ham,  tlird  son  of  Noah   2444  1560 

36 
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B.  C.      A.  M 

Death  of  Lamech,  father  of  Noah,  aged  777  years   2353  1651 

Death  of  Methuselah,  aged  969  years,  the  oldest  man   2348  1656 

The  same  year,  Noah,  being  600  years  old,  the  flood  conies  upon  the  earth,  and 
he  enters  the  ark. 

PERIOD  II. 

From  the  Deluge  to  the  calling  of  Abraham,,  426  years  and  6  months. 


b.  c.  A.  M. 

Noah  with  his  family,  &c.,  leave  the  ark                                         2347  1657 

The  rainbow  a  pledge  of  security  

The  birth  of  Arphaxad,  son  of  Shem                                             2346  1658 

Noah  plants  a  vineyard,  &c                                                         2341  1663 

The  birth  of  Salah,  son  of  Arphaxad                                            2311  1693 

The  birth  of  Eber  or  Heber,  son  of  Salah,  from  whom  it  was  sup- 
posed the  Hebrews  derived  their  name                                    2281  1723 

The  birth  of  Peleg,  son  of  Eber                                                   2247  1757 

The  building  of  the  tower  of  Babel,  the  confusion  of  languages,  and 

the  dispersion  of  mankind                                                     2234  1770 

Beginning  of  the  Egyptian  dynasties,  and  the  Assyrian  monarchy          2233  1771 

The  birth  of  Reu,  son  of  Peleg                                                    2217  1787 

The  birth  of  Serug,  son  of  Reu                                                      2185  1819 

Early  astronomical  calculations  of  the  Babylonians  about  this  time. 

The  birth  of  Nahor,  son  of  Serug                                               2155  1849 

The  birth  of  Terah,  son  of  Nahor                                                  2126  1878 

The  death  of  Nimrod,  founder  of  Babylon,  who  is  succeeded  by  Belus  2061  1943 

The  birth  of  Haran,  son  of  Terah                                                 2056  1948 

Dynasty  of  the  HyTcshos,  or  Shepherd  Kings,  in  Lower  Egypt  about 
this  time. 

The  Death  of  Belus,  succeeded  by  Ninus,  as  Icing  of  Assyria                 2035  1969 

The  death  of  Noah,  aged  950  years                                               1998  2006 

Beginning  of  the  post-diluvian  apostacy    

The  birth  of  Abeam,  son  of  Terah                                                 1996  2008 

The  death  of  Ninus,  succeeded  by  his  wife,  Semiramis                        1987  2017 

The  birth  of  Sarai,  afterwards  wife  of  Abram                                  1986  2018 

The  death  of  Semiramis,  Queen  of  Assyria                                      1945  2059 

The  call  of  Abram  from  Ur  of  the  Chaldeans  to  Haran  in  Mesopota- 
mia, where  his  father  died,  aged  205  years                                1917  2083 

Mesopotamia,  called  by  the  Hebrews  Padan-Aram,  located  between 
the  rivers  Tigris  and  Euphrates,  was  the  first  abode  of  men  before 
and  after  the  flood. 


PERIOD  III. 

From  the  calling  of  Abraham  to  the  Exodus  of  the  Israelites,  430  years. 

B.  O.      A.  M. 

Abraham  called  the  second  time  to  leave  Haran  and  go  to  Canaan, 

being  75  years  old   1921  2083 

Eighteenth  Dynasty  of  Egyptian  Icings,  during  which  the  Israelites 
sojourned  in  Egypt  until  their  exodus  under  Moses. 
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B.  C.  A.M 

Abraham  with  his  wife  goes  to  Egypt                                            1920  2084 

He  returns  from  Egypt  to  Canaan  

Abraham  and  Lot  separate,  the  former  going  to  Mamre,  the  latter  to 

Sodom                                                                                1920  2084 

Chedorlaomer  and  his  allies  make  war  upon  the  king  of  Sodom  and 

take  Lot  prisoner,  but  they  are  pursued  and  defeated  by  Abraham  1913  2091 

Melchisidek  receives  tithes  from  him  and  blesses  him  

God  makes  a  covenant  with  Abraham . ,  

The  birth  of  Ishmael,  son  of  Abraham  and  Hagar                              1910  2094 

God  renews  his  covenant  with  Abram,  changing  his  name  to  Abba- 
ham,  institutes  circumcision,  promises  Isaac  by  Sarah  his  wife. . .  1897  2107 
Abraham  entertains  angels,  is  informed  by  them  of  the  destruction  of 

Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  intercedes  for  these  cities,  their  overthrow     

Abraham  sojourns  in  Gerar,  where  Abimelech,  the  king,  takes  Sarah  

to  wife,  but  restores  her  

The  birth  of  Isaac  in  the  100th  year  of  Abraham                              1896  2108 

Abraham  sends  away  Hagar  and  her  son  Ishmael                              1892  2,12 

He  is  commanded  of  God  to  sacrifice  Isaac,  his  son                           1871  2133 

Sarah  dies  at  Hebron,  aged  127  years                                             1859  2145 

The  marriage  of  Isaac  and  Rebecca                                                1856  2148 

The  birth  of  Jacob  and  Esau,  Isaac  being  60  years  old                      1836  2168 

Death  of  Abraham,  aged  175  years                                               1818  2186 

Kingdom  of  Argos  founded  about  this  time. 

Bela  the  first  king  of  Edom  begins  to  "reign.                                     1740  2264 

Isaac  blesses  Jacob,  who  departs  to  Padan-aram                              1760  2240 

Jacob  marries  Leah,  daughter  of  Laban                                           1753  2251 

Esau  marries  two  Canaanitish  women                                             1796  2208 

Jacob  makes  Joseph  his  favorite,  his  dreams,  is  sold  as  a  slave  to 

Egypt                                                                                 1728  2276 

Joseph  cast  into  prison                                                                1719  2285 

The  death  of  Isaac,  aged  180  years                                                1716  2288 

Joseph  interprets  Pharaoh's  dreams,  and  is  made  the  first  ruler  under 

the  king                                                                             1715  2289 

Commencement  of  seven  years' famine                                           1708  2296 

Jacob  sends  his  sons  to  Egypt  to  buy  corn                                       1707  2297 

He  sends  them  again  with  Benjamin,  when  Joseph  makes  himself 

known  to  them                                                                    1706  2298 

Jacob  and  family  go  down  to  Egypt                                               1706  2298 

Jacob  having  blessed  his  sons,  dies  in  Egypt,  aged  147  ,             1689  2315 

The  death  of  Joseph,  aged  110  years                                                1635  2369 

Revolution  in  Egypt,  the  shepherd  Icings  expelled,  and  the  Theban 

dynasty  by  successive  Icings  reigns  during  the  sojourn  and  bondage 

of  the  Israelites  to  their  exodus  under  Ramses  Z,  B.  O.  1491...-. 

The  destruction  of  the  male  Hebrew  children  ordered,                     1573  2431 

Birth  of  Moses  and  his  adoption  by  Pharaoh's  daughter                      1571  2433 

About  this  time  Athens  is  founded  by  Cecrops                               1556  2448 

Moses  kills  an  Egyptian  and  flies  to  Midian                                       1531  2473 

Amenophis,  son  of  Barneses  Miamun,  reigns  over  Egypt                    1510  2494 
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God  appears  to  Moses  in  the  burning  bush,  and  sends  him  to  deliver  b.  o.    a.  m 


Israel  . .  1491  251b 

Pharaoh  refuses  to  release  the  Israelites,  increases  their  burdens,  is 
compelled  by  the  plagues  inflicted  on  his  people  to  let  the  op- 
pressed people  go   1491  2513 

PERIOD  IV. 

From  the  Exodus  of  the  Israelites  to  their  entrance  into  Canaan,  40  years. 

B.  c.     A.  M. 

The  Israelites  march  from  Ramases  to  the  Red  Sea   1491  2513 

Overthrow  of  Pharaoh  and  his  host  in  the  Red  Sea  

Their  arrival  at  Sinai,  the  giving  of  the  law,  consecration  of  Aaron 

and  his  sons  to  the  priesthood  , 


Moses  delays  to  descend  from  the  mount,  and  the  people  make  and 
worship  a  golden  calf ;  he  shows  his  displeasure  by  breaking  the 
tables  of  the  law,  destroying  the  idol,  and  putting  3,000  idolaters 


to  death  

Moses  is  called  again  to  ascend  the  mount,  and  receives  from  God  two 

other  tables  of  the  law  

The  tabernacle  completed  and  erected   1490  2512 

The  conduct  of  Miriam  and  Aaron  punished  

From  Paran  twelve  spies  are  sent  to  explore  the  land  of  Canaan,  their 
report,  the  people  murmur,  they  are  doomed  to  fall  in  the  wil- 
derness..  .  °   1491  2513 

Rebellion  of  Korah  and  his  company,  their  punishment,  many  thous- 
ands of  the  people  perish  with  the  plague  on  account  of  their 
murmering  „   1471  2533 

The  Israelites  arrive  at  Kadesh,  the  40th  year  of  their  departure  from 

Egypt   1451  2553 


Moses,  by  God's  direction,  brings  water  from  a  rock  

Death  of  Aaron  at  Mount  Hor,  aged  123  years  

The  plague  of  fiery  serpents,  the  brazen  serpent  

The  Israelites  enter  Moab,  defeat  Sihon  and  Og  

Balaam  sent  to  curse  Israel,  is  constrained  to  bless  them  

The  men  of  Israel,  seduced  by  the  women  of  Moab  and  Midian,  and 

24,000  consequently  perish  

The  Israelites  arrive  at  the  plains  of  Moab    

Moses,  informed  of  his  approaching  death,  recapitulates  the  laws,  &c, 

blesses  the  tribes,  ascends  Nebo  and  dies,  aged  120  

Joshua  confirmed  as  his  successor,  sends  spies  to  Jericho,  conducts  the 

people  over  Jordan  

Jericho  taken,  and  the  inhabitants  slain  

About  this  time  Troy  was  founded  by  Seamander,  and  the  Olympic 

gomes  were  first  celebrated  at  Elis  in  Greece. 
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V.  O.  A.  Al 

David  establishes  his  dominion  over  all  Israel  .   1048  2956 

He  takes  the  fortress  of  Zion  and  calls  it  the  City  of  David  ,  1047  295? 

He  brings  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  to  Zion   1045  2959 

He  purposes  building  a  temple,  but  is  directed  by  Nathan  the  prophet 

to  leave  it  to  his  successor   1044  2960 

David  subdues  the  Philistines  and  other  hostile  nations                  .  1040  2964 

The  adultery  of  David,  and  death  of  Uriah   1035  2969 

David  is  reproved  for  his  crime  by  Nathan   1034  2970 

The  birth  of  Solomon   1033  2971 

The  rebellion  of  Absalom,  David's  son   1021  2983 

David  numbers  the  people  of  Israel,  and  is  punished   1017  2987 

The  birth  of  Eehoboam,  son  of  Solomon   1016  2988 

The  death  of  David,  aged  70,  according  to  Josephus   1015  29S9 

Solomon  succeeds  to  the  throne  of  Israel   1014  2990 

He  lays  the  foundation  of  the  temple     1012  2992 

Lacedemonian  kingdom  commenced  about  this  time. 


PERIOD  VI. 

From  building,  of  the  Temple  to  the  Babylonish  Captivity,  400  years. 


B.  c.  A.  M 

The  dedication  of  the  Temple   1003  3001 

The  death  of  Solomon  and  succession  of  Rehoboam   975  3029 

Revolt  of  the  ten  tribes   . 

Jeroboam,  king  of  Israel,  establishes  idolatry   974  3030 

The  priests  and  pious  Israelites  join  the  kingdom  of  Judah  

Shishak,  king  of  Egypt,  invades  Judea   971  3033 

Rehoboam  dies,  and  is  succeeded  by  Abijah   958  3046 

Abij ah  conquers  Jeroboam  with  great  slaughter   957  3047 

Asa  succeeds  Abijah,  who  reigns  40  years  955  3049 

Jeroboam,  king  of  Israel,  succeeded  by  Nadab   954  3050 

Nadab  is  slain  by  Baasha,  who  usurps  the  kingdom   953  3051 

Asa  conquers  Zerah  the  Ethiopian,  who  invades  Judea   941  3063 

Omri,  king  of  Israel  makes  Samaria  his  capital    924  3080 

Omri  dies,  and  is  succeeded  by  his  son  Ahab   918  3086 

Jehoshaphat  succeeds  his  father  Asa,  as  king  of  Israel   914  3090 

He  reforms  the  religion  of  his  kingdom  .   912  3092 

Elijah  predicts  a  famine,  and  is  fed  by  ravens   910  3094 

Homer  and  Hesiod  live  about  this  time. 

Elijah's  challenge  to  the  prophets  of  Baal   906  3098 

Ahab,  king  of  Israel,  seizes  the  vineyard  of  Naboth   899  3105 

He  is  slain  at  Ramoth  Gilead,  and  succeeded  by  Ahaziah   897  3107 

Jehoshaphat  associates  with  him  his  son  Jehoram  in  the  government 

of  Judah.   892  3112 

Jehoram,  son  of  Jehoshaphat,  introduces  idolatry  into  Judah   888  3116 

He  dies  of  an  incurable  disease,  and  is  succeeded  by  Ahaziah   885  3119 

Jehu  slays  Jehoram,  and  reigns  over  the  kingdom  of  Israel. ....   884  3120 


574 


CHKONOLOGICAL  TABLE. 


THE  ERA  OF  INSPIRED  HISTORY  ENDS  ABOUT  THIS  TIME,  AND 
THE  OLD  TESTAMENT  CANON  IS  FINISHED. 

B.  C.      A.  M 


Darius  Notlms  dies,  and  is  superceded  by  Artaxerxes  Mnemon   405  3599 

Socrates,  the  Athenian  philosopher,  is  condemned  to  death  for  refusing 

to  honor  the  gods  of  Athens.   400  3604 

Aristotle,  the  renowned  philosopher  born   384  3620 

Johanan  succeeds  to  the  high  priesthood  of  the  Jewish  people.   373  3631 

Alexander  II.,  king  of  Macedon,  is  murdered   370  3634 

Johanan  assassinates  his  brother  Joshua  in  the  temple,  for  which  crime 

the  nation  is  fined  by  the  Persians   366  363^ 

Alexander  the  Great  born  in  Macedonia   356  3648 

Ochus,  king  of  Persia,  invades  Egypt,  and  subjugates  the  whole 

country   350  3654 

Philip,  king  of  Macedon,  is  slain,  and  his  son,  Alexander  the  Great,  suc- 
ceeds to  the  throne   336  3668 

He  invades  Asia,  and  obtains  a  victory  over  Darius   334  3670 

He  conquers  Asia  Minor,  and  gains  a  decisive  battle  with  Darius  at 

Issus  ..   333  3671 

He  besieges  Tyre,  visits  Jerusalem,  conquers  Egypt  *   332  3672 

He  passes  the  Euphrates,  obtains  another  victory  over  Darius,  and 

destroys  the  Medo-Persian  empire   331  3673 

The  Greco-Macedonian  empire,  after  a  brief  existence,  is  divided,  on 

the  death  of  Alexander   323  3681 

A  Jewish  colony  formed  at  Alexandria,  Egypt   320  3684 

Onias  succeeds  Jaddua  in  the  high  priesthood   321  3683 

The  kingdom  of  Alexander  the  Great  is  divided  between  four  of  his 

principal  generals :  Lysimachus,  Oassander,  Ptolemy,  and  Seleucus  301  3703 
Onias  dies,  and  is  succeeded  in  the  priesthood  by  Simon,  the  Just. . .    300  3704 

Oassander,  who  reigned  over  Macedonia  and  Greece,  dies   298  3706 

Simon,  the  Just,  dies,  and  is  succeeded  by  Eleazer,  his  brother,  in  the 

high  priesthood   292  3712 

Lysimachus  adds  to  his  dominions  the  kingdom  of  Macedon   286  3718 

Ptolemy  Lagus  resigns  his  throne  to  his  son,  Ptolemy  Philadelphus, 

and  soon  after  dies   284  3720 

Seleucus,  having  slain  Lysimachus  and  siezed  his  dominions,  is  himself 

slain  by  Ptolemy  Ceraunus   280  3724 

Antiochus  Soter  succeeds  his  father,  Seleucus,  to  the  throne  of  Syria.  279  3725 
The  Hebrew  Scriptures,  by  the  authority  of  Ptolemy  Philadelphus,  are 

translated  into  Greek,  and  have  since  been  known  as  the  Septtj- 

agint   277  3727 

Antiochus  Soter  dies,  and  is  succeeded  by  Antiochus  Theos   261  3743 

Manasseh,  the  high-priest,  is  succeeded  by  Onias  II   250  3754 

Ptolemy  Philadelphus  is  succeeded  by  his  son,  Ptolemy  Euergetes   247  3757 

Antiochus  recalls  his  wife,  Laodice,  whom  he  had  divorced  in  order  to 

marry  Berenice,  but  she  poisons  him  and  Berenice,  and  places  on 

the  throne  her  son,  Seleucus  Oallinicus   246  3758 
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PERIOD  VIII. 

From  the  birth  of  Christ  to  the  completion  of  the  Canon  of  the  New  Testament. 

B.C. 

Augustus  declared  Emperor  by  the  Roman  Senate   27 

The  Septuagint  in  general  use  among  the  Jews  

Luke  ii.  1  Edict  of  Augustus   5 

Herod  plunders  the  tomb  of  David  of  a  great  amount  of 

treasure   5 

"   i  Birth  of  John,  the  Baptist   5 

"   ii. ...... .  .Birth  of  Jesus  Christ,  before  the  common  era  .called  Anno 

Domini   4 

"   ii.            .Presentation  in  the  Temple  „   4 

Matt,  ii  Arrival  of  the  Magi   4 

"   ii             .Flight  into  Egypt   4 

Murder  of  the  male  infants  of  Bethlehem  by  Herod.   3 

"   ii  Death  of  Herod,  Governor  of  Judea,  at  Jericho   .  3 

Archelaus  succeeds  his  father  in  Judea   2 

Birth  of  Seneca,  celebrated  rhetorician  and  philosopher,  at  a.  d. 

Cordova   2 

Luke  ii  Jesus  accompanies  Joseph  and  Mary  to  Jerusalem   8 

About  this  time  arose  Judas  of  Galilee   8 

The  Roman  legions,  under  Varus,  defeated  by  the  Germans. 

Varus  hills  himself.   .9 

Marcus  Ambivius  made  Procurator  of  Judea   10 

The  Temple  at  Jerusalem  polluted  by  Samaritans,  who  en- 
tered it  by  night,  and  strewed  there  dead  men's  bones   14 

Death  of  the  Emperor  Augustus  at  Nola   14 

Tiberius,  emperor   14-37 

Ovid,  Roman  poet^  died  in  banishment   17 

Valerius  Oratus  made  Procurator  of  Judea  by  Tiberius.. . .  18 

Livy,  the  illustrious  Roman  historian,  died  at  Padua   18 

Herod  Antipas  founds  the  city  of  Tiberias   18 

Stoabo,  the  celebrated  Greek  historian,  born  in  Cappadocia.  19 

Luke  iii  John  the  Baptist  begins  to  preach   26 

Pontius  Pilate  made  Procurator  of  Judea  by  Tiberius. ....  26 

"    iii  Baptism  of  Christ   27 

Tiberius  banishes  all  who  profess  the  Jewish  religion  from 

Rome .   27 

Johnii  First  appearance  of  Christ  in  the  Temple   27 

Luke  iii  Imprisonment  of  John   27 

John  v  Our  Lord's  second  visit  to  Jerusalem   27 

Matt,  iv             Commencement  of  Christ's  public  ministry   27 

John  vi  Second  Passover   -    28 

Herod  marries  Herodias,  his  brother  Philip's  wife,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  a  war  arose  between  him  and  King 
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A.  D 

Aretas,  his  wife's  father,  and  Herod  was  defeated.  John 
the  Baptist  pronounced  Herod's  marriage  unlawful,  was 

imprisoned  and  beheaded  in  the  Castle  of  Machaerus  ...  2S 

Third  Passover   29 

Transfiguration  of  Christ   29 

Feast  of  Tabernacles   29 

Feast  of  Dedication   29 

Second  cleansing  of  the  Temple   BO 

Last  Supper — Fourth  Passover   30 

The  Crucifixion   30 

The  Resurrection   30 

The  Ascension   30 

Effusion  of  the  Spirit  at  Pentecost   30 

Cure  of  the  impotent  man   30 

Conversion  of  the  five  thousand   30 

First  attempts  of  the  Sanhedrim  to  suppress  Christianity  . .  30 

.Community  of  goods    30 

Death  of  Ananias  and  Sapphira    30 

Second  attempt  to  suppress  Christianity   33 

Advice  of  Gamaliel   33 

Appointment  of  the  Seven   35 

Conversion  of  many  Priests                                     ....  35 

Disputation  with  Stephen   37 

Martyrdom  of  Stephen   37 

Philip  preaches  in  Samaria,  and  baptizes  Simon  the  Sorcerer  37 

Saul  converted  while  on  his  way  to  Damascus   37 

Peter  and  John  visit  Samaria   37 

Death  of  Tiberius,  the  Roman  emperor ;  Caligula  succeeds.  37 

Baptism  of  the  Ethiopian                                           . .  37 

Josephus,  the  Jewish  historian,  lorn  at  Jerusalem   37 

Pilate  recalled  by  Caligula,  and  banished   37 

Saul  retires  to  Arabia   38 

Saul  returns  to  Damascus     38 

Saul  visits  Jerusalem   40 

Saul  sent  to  Tarsus     40 

Rest  of  the  Churches    39-41 

Caligula  assassinated   41 

Claudius,  emperor   41-54 

Conversion  of  Cornelius     41 

Herod  Agrippa,  Icing  of  all  Palestine   41-44 

Disciples  at  Antioch  first  called  Christians   42 

Famine  predicted  by  Agabus   42 

First  mission  of  Saul  and  Barnabas  to  Jerusalem   43 

Aulus  Plautim,  Roman  general,  invades  Britain   43 

Claudius  goes  to  Britain  with  reinforcements   43 

Martyrdom  of  James,  the  son  of  Zebedee   43 

Death  of  Herod  Agrippa  ,  43 

Judea  a  distinct  Roman  province   44 
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There  is  some  difference  between  the  chronological  dates  of  Dr.  Hales  and 
those  adopted  by  some  other  chronologists.  Our  common  version  of  the  Bible 
reckons  the  time  of  the  revolt  of  the  Ten  Tribes,  and  the  beginning  of  the  reigns 
of  Rehoboam  and  Jeroboam,  to  be  975  years  B.  C.  The  dates  adopted  by  Jahn, 
as  found  in  Prof.  Stowe's  translation,  conform  to  those  of  the  authorized  English 
version,  in  which  the  chronology  of  Abp.  Usher  is  adopted.  Stackhouse's  tables 
do  not  differ  materially  from  the  same.  These  discrepancies,  to  be  expected  from 
the  absence  of  positive  Scripture  data,  are  of  very  little  account,  since  they  do  not 
affect  the  general  results  aimed  at  in  chronological  calculations. 


TABLE 

OF  MONEY,  WEIGHTS,  AND  MEASURES,  MENTIONED  IN  THE 
SCRIPTURES. 

1. — Jewish  Money,  and  its  Equivalent  in  American  Coin. 

Among  the  most  anc  ent  nations  uncoined  money  was  first  used,  the  value  of 
the  precious  metals  being  estimated  by  weight,  Gen.  xxiii.,  16.  The  first  reference 
to  coined  money  in  the  Bible  is  found  in  Ezra  ii.,  69,  and  Neh.  vii.,  70-72,  in  which 
passages  is  noticed  a  Persian  coin  of  gold,  called  dram.  The  earliest  reference  to 
the  coining  of  money  by  the  Jews  is  found  in  the  first  book  of  Maccabees,  xv.,  6, 
permission  having  been  granted  by  Antiochus  VII.,  during  the  pontificate  ot  Simon, 
140  years  before  Christ.  See  History  of  the  Bible,  p.  484.  The  following  denomi- 
nations of  money  are  specified  in  the  Old  Testament,  as  current  in  Patriarchal  and 
ancient  Jewish  times. 


A  gerah,  one- twentieth  of  a  shekel,  Exod.  xxx.,  13 

A  bekah,  half  shekel,  Exod.  xxxviii.,  26  

A  shekel,  Levit.  xxvii.,  3,  25,  about  

A  maneh,  60  shekels,  Ezek.  xlv.,  12  

A  talent,  3,000  shekels,  silver,  Exod.  xxxviii.,  25. . 


Soman  Currency  mentioned  in  the  UTew  Testament. 


Dolls. 

Cts. 

0 

o* 

0 

0| 

0 

14 

0 

60 

14 

00 

A  mite,  copper  coin,  Mark  xii.,  42  

A  farthing,  brass  coin,  Matt,  x.,  29  

A  penny  «=  denarius,  Matt,  xxii.,  19  

A  stater  =  "  piece  of  money,"  Matt,  xvii.,  27  

A  pound  =  mina,  one-sixtieth  of  a  talent,  Luke  xix.,  18-20  
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2. — Scripture  Measure  of  Length,  reduced  to  English  Measure. 


A  digit,  finger's  breadth,  Jer.  lii.,  21  .  

A  palm,  hand  breadth,  Exod.  xxv.,  25  , 

A  span,  extension  from  extremity  of  thumb  and  little  finger . 

A  cubit,  from  elbow  to  extremity  of  middle  finger  

A  fathom,  Acts  xxvii.,  28  

Ezekiel's  reed,  Ezek.  xl.,  5  

Measuring  line,  Ezek.  xl.,  3  

Furlong,  Greek  stadium,  Luke  xxiv.,  13  , 

Sabbath  day's  journey,  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  Acts  i.,  12. . , 
Eastern  mile,  Matt,  v.,  41,  1618  yards  


Feet 

Inches 

0 

Of 

0 

3* 

0 

10f 

1 

9£ 

7 

10 

ll 

145 

11 

606 

9 

3,648 

0 

4,854 

0 

3.  Scripture  Measures  of  Capacity. 

LIQUID  MEA.SURE. 


A  log,  Levit.-  xiv.,  12,  15  

A  cab,  2  Kings  vi.,  25  

An  omer,  Exod.  xvi.,  36  

A  hin,  Exod.  xxix.,  40  

An  ephah  or  bath,  1  Kings  vii.,  26 — batus,  Luke  xvi.,  6. 


Of 
3* 

2 
4 


DRY  MEASURE. 


A  cab,  2  Kings,  vi.,  25  

A  seah,  Greek  saton,  Matt,  xiii., 

An  ephah,  Levit.  vi.,  11   

A  letech,  Hosea  iii.,  2  

A  homer,  Numb,  xi.,  32;  Ezek.  xlv.,  11 


Luke  xiii.,  21 


14. 


Peck. 

Gal. 

Pint 

0 

0 

Of 

1 

0 

1 

3 

0 

2 

16 

0 

1 

32 

0 

2 

In  collating  the  several  tables  of  Jewish  money,  weights  and  measures,  adopted 
by  archaeologists  and  commentators,  discrepancies  will  be  found  to  exist.  This  may 
be  expected  from  the  consideration,  that  exact  data  are  wanting  in  the  Scriptures 
in  respect  to  this  subject. 

In  addition  to  these  tables  there,  is  the  Scripture  table  of  time.  The  Jewish 
year  embraced  twelve  lunar  months,  of  30  days  each,  making  the  year  to  consist 
of  360  days.  But  by  some  adjustment  in  intercalating  the  additional  days,  it  was 
made  essentially  a  solar  year  of  365  days.  Subsequently  to  the  exodus  from  Egypt, 
the  Hebrew  year  was  reckoned  as  beginning  with  the  time  of  that  event,  i.  e.,  the 
time  of  the  new  moon,  nearest  the  vernal  equinox,  in  the  month  of  Abib,  correspond- 
ing to  April.  Seasons,  weeks,  and  days,  were  regarded  as  divisions  of  time  by  the 
Hebrews.  They  reckoned  their  civil  day  from  sunset  to  sunset,  dividing  it  as  fol- 
lows : — 1.  "the  dawn;"  2.  "sunrise;"  3.  "heat  of  the  day;"  4.  "the  noon;" 
5.  "the  cool  of  the  day;"  6.  "the  evening."  When  the  division  of  the  day  into 
hours  was  adopted  is  not  known. 

Before  the  captivity,  the  Jews  divided  the  night  into  three  watches,  viz. :  the 
beginning  of  the  watch,  the  middle  watcL,  the  morning  watch.  In  the  New  Tes- 
tament the  Roman  method  was  adopted,  and  the  night  watches  were  four,  viz. : 
"  even,  midnight,  cock-crowing,  and  morning."  They  continued  respectively : — 1. 
from  twilight  till  9  o'clock ;  2: from  9  till  12  o'clock ;  3.  from  12  till  3  o'clock,  morn- 
ing ;  4.  from  3  till  daybreak.  The  dav  was  reckoned  twelve  hours,  and  the  night 
twelve. 
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1.  The  Sower.    (Matt.  xiii.  ;  Mark  iv.  ;  Luke  viii.) 

2.  The  Wheat  and  the  Tares.    (Matt,  xiii.) 

3.  The  Mustard-Seed.    (Matt.  xiii. ;  Mark  iv.) 

4.  The  Seed  cast  into  the  Ground.    (Mark  iv.) 

5.  The  Leaven  hid  in  the  Meal.    (Matt,  xiii.) 

6.  The  Hid  Treasure.    (Matt,  xiii.) 

7.  The  Pearl  of  Great  Price.    (Matt,  xiii.) 

8.  The  Net  cast  into  the  Sea.    (Matt,  xiii.) 

Throughout  these  instructive  parables  may  be  discovered  the  progressive  develop- 
ment and  inward  form  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  in  its  conflicts  and  victories,  from 
the  first  sowing  of  the  seed  (the  direct  preaching  of  the  gospel)  to  the  final  result, 
—  the  separation,  or  the  last  judgment. 

II.  When  the  next  parables  meet  us,  they  are  of  a  different  type,  and  occupy  a 
different  position.  They  occur  chiefly  in  the  interval  between  the  mission  of  the 
seventy,  and  the  last  approach  to  Jerusalem.  They  are  drawn  from  the  life  of  men 
rather  than  from  the  world  of  nature.  Often  they  occur,  not,  as  in  Matt.  xiii. ,  in 
discourses  to  the  multitude,  but  in  answers  to  the  questions  of  the  disciples,  or  other 
inquirers.  They  are  as  follows  :  — 
9.  The  Two  Debtors.    (Luke  vii.) 

10.  The  Merciless  Servant.    (Matt,  xviii.) 

11.  The  Good  Samaritan.    (Luke  x.) 

12.  The  Friend  at  Midnight/   (Luke  xi.) 

13.  The  Rich  Fool.    (Luke  xii.) 

14.  The  Wedding-Feast.    (Luke  xii.) 

15.  The  Fig-Tree.    (Luke  xiii.) 

16.  The  Great  Supper.    (Luke  xiv.) 

17.  The  Lost  Sheep.    (Matt,  xviii.  ;  Luke  xv.) 

18.  The  Lost  Piece  of  Money.    (Luke  xv.) 

19.  The  Prodigal  Son.    (Luke  xv.) 

20.  The  Unjust  Steward.    (Luke  xvi.) 

21.  The  Rich  Man  and  Lazarus.    (Luke  xvi.) 

22.  The  Unjust  Judge.    (Luke  xviii.) 

23.  The  Pharisee  and  the  Publican.    (Luke  xviii.) 
24  The  Laborers  in  the  Vineyard.    (Matt,  xx.) 

Towards  the  close  of  our  Lord's  ministry,  immediately  before  and  after  the  entry 
into  Jerusalem,  the  parables  assume  a  new  character.  They  are  again  theocratic  ; 
but  the  phase  of  the  divine  kingdom  on  which  they  chiefly  dwell  is  that  of  its 
final  consummation.  They  are  prophetic,  in  part,  of  the  rejection  of  Israel ;  in  part, 
of  the  great  retribution  of  the  coming  of  the  Lord.  To  this  class  the  following  may 
be  referred  :  — - 

25.  The  Pounds.    (Luke  xix.) 

26.  The  Two  Sons.    (Matt,  xxi.) 

27.  The  Vineyard  let  out  to  Husbandmen.    (Matt.  xxi. ;  Mark  xii. ;  Luke  xx.) 
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28.  The  Marriage-Feast.    (Matt,  xxii.) 

29.  The  Wise  and  Foolish  Virgins.    (Matt,  xxv.) 

30.  The  Talents.    (Matt,  xxv.) 

31.  The  Sheep  and  the  Goats.    (Matt,  xxv.) 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  greater  part  of  the  parables  included  in  the  first  and  third 
groups  belong  to  Matthew,  emphatically  the  evangelist  of  the  kingdom.  Those  of  the 
second  are  found,  for  the  most  part,  in  Luke.  They  are  such  as  might  be  expected 
in  the  Gospel  which  dwells  most  on  the  sympathy  of  Christ  for  all  men.  Mark,  as 
giving  vivid  recollections  of  the  acts  rather  than  the  teaching  of  Christ,  is  the  scan- 
tiest of  the  three  Gospels.  It  is  characteristic  of  J ohn  that  no  parables,  properly  so 
called,  are  contained  in  the  Gospel  he  wrote.  That  which  his  spirit,  having  passed 
into  a  higher  state  of  knowledge,  appropriated  most  readily  were  the  words  of 
eternal  life  ;  figurative  it  might  be  in  form,  abounding  in  bold  analogies,  but  not,  in 
any  single  instance,  taking  the  form  of  a  narrative. 

The  spurious  Gospels,  written  soon  after  the  apostolic  age,  contain  no  parables. 
This  shows  that  the  parables  of  Jesus  were  inimitable  by  any  writers  of  that  age. 
They  possess  a  life  and  power  which  stamp  them  as  with  the  "  image  and  super- 
scription "  of  the  Son  of  man. 

' 6  As  it  respects  the  law  of  interpretation,  applicable  to  parables,  it  has  been  urged 
by  some  writers  from  the  earliest  times,  that  there  is  a  scope  or  purpose  for  each 
parable  ;  and  that  our  aim  must  be  to  discern  this,  not  to  find  out  a  special  signifi- 
cance to  each  circumstance  or  incident.  The  rest,  it  is  said,  may  be  dealt  with  as 
drapery  j  which  the  parable  needs  for  its  grace  and  completeness,  but  which  is  not 
essential.  It  may  be  questioned,  however,  whether  this  canon  of  interpretation  is 
likely  to  lead  us  to  the  full  meaning  of  this  portion  of  our  Lord's  teaching.  Time 
as  it  doubtless  is,  that  there  was  in  each  parable  a  leading  thought,  to  be  learnt 
partly  from  the  parable  itself,  partly  from  the  occasion  of  its  utterance,  and  that  all 
else  gathers  round  that  thought  as  a  centre,  it  must  be  remembered,  that,  in  the  great 
patterns  of  interpretation  which  He  himself  has  given  us,  there  is  more  than  this. 
Not  only  the  sower  and  the  seed,  and  the  several  soils,  have  their  counterparts  in 
the  spiritual  life,  but  the  birds  of  the  air,  the  thorns,  the  scorching  heat,  have  each 
of  them  a  significance.  The  explanation  of  the  wheat  and  the  tares,  given  with  less 
fulness,  an  outline  as  it  were,  which  the  advancing  scholars  would  be  able  to  fill  up, 
is  equally  specific.  It  may  be  inferred  from  these  two  instances,  that  we  are  at 
least  justified  in  looking  for  a  meaning  even  in  the  seeming  accessories  of  a  parable. 
The  direct  teaching  of  Christ  presents  the  standard  to  which  all  our  interpretations 
are  to  be  referred,  and  by  which  they  are  to  be  measured."  —  Vide  Rev.  E.  H. 
Plumpter. 

THE  MIRACLES  OF  JESUS. 

Our  Saviour's  miracles  were  numerous,  and  remarkable  as  exhibitions  of  His 
power  and  benevolence.    In  the  Sacred  Scriptures  they  are  represented  as  wonders, 
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age,  there  would  be  no  further  necessity  for  their  continuance.  Hence  no  subse- 
quent claims  to  the  possession  of  miraculous  power  are  entitled  to  our  belief. 

Dr.  Lange  has  given  an  analysis  of  the  miracles  of  the  gospel,  in  his  Commen- 
tary on  Matthew,  from  which  the  profound  significance  as  well  as  end  of  the 
mighty  works  of  Christ  are  revealed.    He  classes  them  in  the  following  order  :  — 

I.  MIRACLES  OF  THE  WORDS  AND  OP  FULFILMENT. 

1.  Miraculous  birth  of  Christ  to  a  spiritual,  human  life  in  the  world.  He  is  of 
the  Holy  Ghost. 

2.  Christ  miraculously  attains  to  full  consciousness  of  His  calling  as  the  Re- 
deemer, at  his  baptism  in  Jordan,  and  is  glorified  from  above.  He  has  the  Holy 
Spirit  as  a  spiritual  power. 

3.  Transfiguration  of  the  Lord  on  the  Mount.  He  reveals  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
shines  in  the  light  of  the  Spirit. 

4.  The  resurrection  of  the  Lord.  Transition  to  the  second  and  heavenly  life  of 
man.    Christ  is  glorified,  and  reigns  in  the  Holy  Ghost. 

5.  Ascent  of  Christ  into  heaven.    Christ  rules  far  and  near. 

6.  The  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  His  disciples.  He  sends  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

7.  Return  of  Christ  to  judgment. 

II.   MIRACLES  OF  DEED. 

1.  The  miraculous  birth  of  Christ  is  the  regeneration  of  humanity.  Hence  it  is 
the  power  of  regenerating,  of  awakening  the  dead  and  restoring  the  sick.  Jesus 
walking  on  the  sea.    Power  of  the  Spirit  over  nature. 

2.  Glimpse  into  heaven.  Into  the  hearts  (Nathaniel)  ;  into  the  depths  (the 
tribute  penny,  the  draught  of  fishes)  ;  into  the  future  (the  colt).  Miracles  of  judg- 
ment and  deliverance.  Deliverances  in  the  sphere  of  mind  and  of  nature.  Con- 
versions, casting  out  of  evil  spirits.  Symbolical  miracles  of  nature,  both  in 
judgment  and  deliverance.    The  calming  of  the  storm. 

3.  Miracles  of  transfiguration.  The  disciples  sharing  the  heavenly  rapture.  The 
marriage  of  Cana.  The  miraculous  feeding  of  the  multitude.  Bread  and  wine  in 
the  kingdom  of  Heaven. 

4.  Christ  raising  the  dead.  New  spiritual  life.  The  maid  on  her  death-bed. 
The  young  man  in  the  coffin.  Lazarus  in  the  grave.  Movement  in  the  world  of 
spirits  at  his  resurrection. 

5.  Miraculous  cures  at  a  distance. 

6.  Anointing  of  His  people  ;  of  believing  humanity.  Speaking  with  new  tongues. 
Spread  of  his  wondrous  power  in  the  life  of  Christianity. 

7.  The  withered  fig-tree.    The  apostles  sent  into  all  the  world. 

The  foregoing  analysis  by  Dr.  Lange  is  illustrated  in  his  expository  remarks  on 
the  several  iniracles  contained  in  his  commentary.    To  that  work,  the  reader  is  re- 
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ferred  for  brief  comments  on  the  miracles  of  the  gospel.  But,  for  a  more  elaborate 
and  a  very  instructive  discussion  and  exposition  of  the  great  subject  of  miracles,  the 
work  of  Dr.  Trench  (from  which  much  of  what  is  said  in  this  article  has  been  de- 
rived) is  recommended  to  the  Bible  student.  The  following  catalogue  of  Christ's 
miracles  is  taken  from  his  notes  :  — 

1.  Water  made  Wine.    (John  ii.  1-11.) 

2.  The  Healing  of  the  Nobleman's  Son.    (John  iv.  46-50.) 

3.  The  first  Miraculous  Draught  of  Fishes.    (Luke  v.  1-11.) 

4.  The  Stilling  of  the  Tempest.    (Matt.  viii.  23-27.) 

5.  The  Demoniacs  of  Gadara  cured.    (Matt.  viii.  28-34.) 

6.  The  Raising  of  Jairus'  Daughter.    (Matt.  ix.  18-26.) 

7.  The  Woman  with  an  Issue  of  blood.    (Luke  viii.  43-48.) 

8.  The  Opening  of  the  Eyes  of  two  Blind  Men.    (Matt.  ix.  27-31.) 

9.  The  Healing  of  a  Paralytic.    (Matt.  ix.  1-9.) 

10.  The  Cleansing  of  the  Leper.    (Matt.  viii.  1-4.)  - 

11.  The  Healing  of  the  Centurion's  Servant.    (Matt.  viii.  5-13.) 

12.  The  Demoniac  in  the  Synagogue  of  Capernaum.    (Mark  i.  23-28.) 

13.  The  Healing  of  Simon's  Wife's  Mother.    (Matt.  viii.  14-17.) 

14.  The  Raising  of  the  Widow's  Son.    (Luke  vii.  11-16.) 

15.  The  Healing  of  the  Impotent  Man  at  Bethesda.    (John  v.  1-16.) 

16.  The  Miraculous  Feeding  of  Five  Thousand.    (Matt.  xiv.  15-21.) 

17.  The  Walking  on  the  Sea.    (Matt.  xiv.  23-33.) 

18.  The  Opening  the  Eyes  of  one  Born  Blind.    (John  ix.) 

19.  The  Restoring  of  the  Man  with  a  Withered  Hand.    (Matt.  xii.  9-13.) 

20.  The  Woman  with  the  Spirit  of  Infirmity.    (Luke  xiii.  10-17.) 

21.  The  Healing  of  a  Man  with  the  Dropsy.  ,  (Luke  xiv.  1-6.) 

22.  The  Cleansing  of  the  Ten  Lepers.    (Luke  xvii.  11-19.) 

i  23.  The  Healing  of  the  Daughter  of  the  Syrophenician  Woman.  (Matt.  X¥. 
21-28.) 

24.  The  Healing  of  one  Deaf  and  Dumb.    (Mark  vii.  31-37.) 

25.  The  Miraculous  Feeding  of  Four  Thousand.    (Matt.  xv.  32-39.) 

26.  The  Opening  the  Eyes  of  one  Blind  at  Bethesda.    (Mark  viii.  22-26.) 

27.  The  Healing  of  the  Lunatic  Child.    (Matt.  xvii.  14-21.) 

28.  The  Stater  in  the  Fish's  Mouth.    (Matt.  xvii.  24-27.) 

29.  The  Raising  of  Lazarus.    (John  xi.  1-54.) 

30.  The  Opening  the  Eyes  of  Two  Blind  Men  near  Jericho.    (Matt.  xx.  29-34.) 

31.  The  Withering  of  the  Fruitless  Fig-Tree.    (Matt.  xxi.  17-22.) 

32.  The  Healing  of  Malchus'  Ear.    (Luke  xxii.  49-51.) 

33.  The  Second  Miraculous  Draught  of  Fishes.    (John  xxi.  1-23.) 

These  mighty  works  of  Jesus  are  instructive  and  impressive,  as  witnessing  to  his 
gospel,  as  works  of  love,  as  seals  of  his  power,  as  rays  of  his  divine  glory.  The  study 
of  them  is  fitted  to  strengthen  our  faith  in  Him  as  the  Saviour  mighty  to  save. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 

OF  THE 

YOUNG  PEOPLE'S  ILLUSTKATED  BIBLE-HISTORY. 


Prom  Rev.  Joseph  P.  Thompson,  D.D., 

Pastor  of  the  Tabernacle  Church,  New  York. 

Rev.  Dr.  Bond.— Dear  Sir:  I  have  exam- 
ined with  much  interest  the  "Young  People's 
Bible  History,"  as  adapted  by  you  to  American 
pupils,  and  congratulate  you  upon  your  contin- 
ued activity  and  usefulness  in  the  most  charac- 
teristic work  of  a  true  bishop,  —  that  of  "  feeding 
the  lambs."  If  young  people  can  be  thoroughly 
grounded  in  the  History  of  the  Bible,  they  will 
be  little  liable  to  be  led  away  by  skepticism  in 
after  years;  and  a  course  of  instruction  having 
that  end  in  view  is  much  to  be  desired  both  in 
families  and  schools.  Wishing  you  a  rich  reward 
in  your  important  labors  for  the  illustration  of 
the  Word  of  God.  I  am, 

Very  Respectfully  Yours, 

JOSEPH  P.  THOMPSON. 


From  Rev.  Samuel  Wolcott,  D.D., 

Pastor  of  Congregational  Church,  Cleveland,  O. 

I  am  exceedingly  pleased  with  the  "Young 
People's  Illustrated  Bible  History,"  with  the 
freshness  and  simplicity  of  its  style,  with  its 
careful  grouping  of  facts,  and  with  the  attractive 
form  in  which  it  is  presented  and  illustrated.  It 
must  be  deeply  interesting  to  juvenile  readers, 
as  well  as  most  instructive.  The  child  that 
shall  read,  each  day,  one  of  its  shortest  chapters 
in  order,  will  in  one  year  have  learned,  without 
weariness,  all  the  leading  events  narrated  in 
the  Bible. 

SAMUEL  WOLCOTT. 


From  Rev.  Francis  B.  Wheeler,  D.D., 

Pastor  of  Presbyterian  Church,  Poughkeepsie, 
N.Y. 

I  am  very  much  pleased  with  the  "Young 
People's  Bible  History."  It  is  just  the  book  for 
the  family — attractive  and  instructive  alike  to 
the  young  and  the  old.  It  will  be  an  invaluable 
aid  to  parents  and  Sabbath  School  Teachers  in 
interesting  the  children.  The  careful  revision 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bond,  and  his  admirable  intro- 
duction, are  above  all  praise.  This  is  one  of 
the  books  that  I  would  gladly  put  into  every 
family  in  the  land.  Please  send  me  two  copies 
of  this  work. 

FRANCIS  B.  WHEELER. 


From  Rev.  Daniel  Merriman, 

Pastor  Broadway  Congregational  Church,  Nor- 
wich, Conn. 

I  have  examined  the  "Young  People's  Bible 
History,"  and  find  that,  in  matter  and  style,  it 
appears  well  adapted  to  instruct  the  young  in 
the  great  historical  facts  and  personages  of  the 
Bible. 

It  is  simple  and  graphic,  and  will  prove  a 
good  companion  for  the  Sabbath  evening  fire- 
side.  The  engravings  are  excellent. 

DANIEL  MERRIMAN. 


From  Rev.  A.  Howard, 

Late  Pastor  of  3d  Baptist  Church,  Providence, 

Having  examined  the  "Young  People's  Bible 
History."  I  most  heartily  recommend  the  same 
as  a  highly  interesting  and  instructive  work, 
calculated  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  community. 
Respectfully,  A.  HOWARD. 

From  Rev.  George  Whitaker, 

Pastor  Worthen-St.  Methodist  Church,  Lowell, 
Mass. 

I  find  the  "Young  People's  Bible  History" 
correct  in  its  facts  and  theology,  simple  and 
beautiful  in  its  style,  most  happy  in  its  arrange- 
ment and  illustrations;  it  possesses  all  the  at- 
tractions of  a  most  readable  book.  I  welcome 
with  rejoicing  a  volume  thus  attractive,  Avhose 
only  object  is  to  bring  the  great  facts  and  truths 
of  Scripture  in  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
young.  I  hope  this  book  will  have  an  extensive 
sale.   It  will  everywhere  do  good. 

GEORGE  WHITAKER. 


From  Rev.  John  Collins, 

Pastor  M.  E.  Church,  Cape  Elizabeth,  Portland, 
Me. 

The  "Young  People's  Illustrated  Bible  His- 
tory" is  an  excellent  work.  It  is  brief  and 
complete  in  its  contents  and  references.  Its  ap- 
pendix is  excellent,  and  the  illustrations 
BEAUTIFUL.  I  heartily  wish  that  a  copy  might 
be  put  into  every  family  in  the  land. 

JOHN  COLLINS. 
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From  Rev.  W.  T.  Herrick, 

Pastor  Congregational  Church,  Clarendon,  Vt. 

Having  examined  the  "  Young  People's  Bible 
History,"  I  freely  and  cheerfully  commend  it  as 
a  work  adapted  to  interest  and  instruct  those 
young  persons  for  whom  it  is  designed,  and  to 
increase  their  love  for  the  study  of  the  Bible. 

W.  T.  HERRICK. 


From  II.  P.  Torsey,  IX.  D. 

President  Kent's  Hill  College,  Radfield,  Me. 

The  "Young  People's  Bible  History"  has  an 
unusual  claim  upon  public  patronage.  Every 
Christian  should  aid  its  circulation. 

H.  P.  TORSEY,  LL.  D. 


From  Rev.  James  J.  Bell, 

Pastor  Congregational  Church,  Phipsburg,  Me. 

I  have  examined  the  "Young  People's  Bible 
History."  It  is  an  excellent  work  for  the  young, 
and  I  earnestly  hope  that  it  may  be  found  in 
every  family  in  the  town  of  Phipsburg. 

JAMES  J.  BELL. 

From  Rev.  Angello  Carroll, 

Pastor  Main -St.  Methodist  -  Episcopal  Church, 
Nashua,  N.H. 
The  important  design  of  this  work  is  executed 
with  religious  fidelity.  The  biblical  outlines  are 
presented  ,in  an  interesting  and  vigorous  form, 
without  sacrificing  minuteness  to  conciseness. 
The  applications  of  the  lessons  of  sacred  his- 
tory are  not  only  numerous  and  varied,  but 
given  with  point  and  effect.  It  will  always  be  a 
pleasure  to  me  to  find  this  book  in  the  houses  of 
my  congregation. 

ANGELLO  CARROLL. 

From  Rev.  Frederick  Alvord, 

Pastor  First  Cong.  Church,  Nashua,  N.H. 
I  most  heartily  commend  to  all  the  "  Young 
People's  Bible  History,"  and  especially  to  par- 
ents, as  adapted  to  interest  children  in  the 
study  of  the  Bible  beyond  any  book  within  my 
acquaintance.  Its  topical  arrangement  and  sim- 
plicity of  style  are  prominent  and  valuable  fea- 
tures. FREDERICK  ALVORD. 


From  Rev.  L,.  Kinney, 

Pastor  Baptist  Church,  Ira,  Vt. 
After  an  examination  of  the  "  Young  People's 
Bible  History,"  I  can  cheerfully  recommend  it 
as  an  excellent  work.  I  think  it  will  help  to 
give  a  better  understanding  of  that  best  of  all 
books,  the  Bible.  I  wish  it  might  have  a  place 
in  every  family  in  the  land. 

L.  KINNEY. 


From  Rev.  J.  Fletcher,  D.D., 

Pastor  Baptist  Church,  Wallingford,  Vt. 
The  "  Young  People's  Illustrated  Bible  His- 
tory" is  not  only  well  adapted  to  interest  and 
instruct  the  young  in  divine  knowledge,  but  it  is 
well  worth  the  perusal  and  careful  study  of  per- 
sons in  mature  years. 

J.  FLETCHER,  D.D. 


From  Rev.  Edmund  Dowse, 

Sherborn,  Mass. 
I  am  happy  to  certify,  that  the  "  Young  Peo- 
ple's Bible  History  "  is,  in  my  opinion,  both  an 
interesting  and  valuable  work,  especially  for  the 
young.  EDMUND  DOWSE. 


From  Prof.  Richard  C.  Stanley, 

Bates  College,  Lewiston,  Me. 
I  have  examined  with  care  the  "  Young  Peo- 
ple's Bible  History,"  and  find  it  is  a  work  to 
be  recommended  to  all  lovers  of  the  Bible,  as 
adapted  to  give  a  livelier  interest  to  the  study 
of  the  best  of  books.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
order  of  time,  and  the  connection  of  events,  is 
not  always  preserved  and  clearly  shown  in  the 
several  historic  writings ;  and  it-  is  somewhat 
difficult  for  young  persons,  at  least,  to  gain  a 
connected  knowledge  of  Bible  facts  and  Bible 
characters.  This  work  is  designed  to  furnish 
help  in  these  respects,  showing  the  proper  suc- 
cession of  events  and  persons,  giving  each  pic- 
ture an  individuality  and  distinctness,  and  draw- 
ing from  almost  every  one  some  lesson  of  prac- 
tical wisdom  or  religious  truth.  I  think  young 
people  cannot  fail  to  be  interested  and  benefited 
by  the  study  of  this  work  in  connection  with  the 
Bible, from  which  it,  is  so  largely  drawn.  I  need 
not  say  to  any  who  know  him,  that  the  very 
name  of  the  editor  (Rev.  Dr.  Bond)  is  in  itself 
an  almost  sufficient  guaranty  of  the  worth  of  the 
book.  RICHARD  C.  STANLEY. 


From  Prof.  J.  Y.  Stanton, 

Bates  College,  Me. 
Dear  Sir,  —  From  an  examination  of  the 
"Young  People's  Bible  History,  Illustrated," 
I  am  pleased  with  it.  It  cannot  fail  of  being  to 
the  young  very  entertaining  and  instructive. 
It  will  make  the  truths  of  the  Bible  seem  more 
real  to  them.  Besides,  it  is  a  book  that  will 
interest  all  the  readers  in  a  family,  from  the 
youngest  to  the  oldest.  I  can  heartily  recom- 
mend the  work.         Yours  truly, 

J.  Y.  STANTON. 

From  Rev.  S.  Graves,  D.D., 

Pastor  Baptist  Church,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

I  have  examined  with  interest  and  satisfaction 
the  "Young  People's  Bible  History,"  just  issued 
by  the  enterprising  Publishing  House  of  Hon. 
H.  Bill,  and  take  pleasure  in  commending  it,  as 
happily  adapted  to  the  instruction  of  the  young 
people  in  the  word  of  God. 

S.  GRAVES. 


From  Rev.  Jacob  Ide,  D.D., 

West  Medford,  Mass. 
The  "  Young  People's  Bible  History,"  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Bond,  is,  in  my  estimation,  a  very  val- 
uable as  well  as  interesting  work ;  and  I  do  most 
sincerely  wish  it  an  extensive  circulation,  espe- 
cially among  the  young  people  in  this  place. 

JACOB  IDE,  D.D. 


From  Rev.  Jacob  Roberts, 

Pastor  Cong.  Church,  East  Medway,  Mass. 
I  agree  with  the  above  recommendation. 

JACOB  ROBERTS. 


From  Rev.  N.  M.  Learned, 

Pastor  Methodist-Episcopal  Church,  Middle- 
town,  Vt. 

This  may  certify  that  I  have  hastily  examined 
the  work,  entitled  "  Young  People's  Bible  His- 
tory," and  judge  it  to  be  a  desirable  work  for 
Bible  students.  I  cheerfully  recommend  it  to 
the  attention  of  the  public,  —  young  people  and 
Sabbath  schools  especially. 

N.  M.  LEARNED. 


9 


From  Miles  Grant, 

Boston,  Mass. 
I  have  examined  the  "Young  People's  Bible 
History,"  and  am  much  pleased  with  it.  It  fills 
a  vacuum  in  biblical  literature  that  has  long 
been  felt.  It  is  the  best  ivorlc  of  the  kind  I  have 
ever  seen;  and  I  most  cheerfully  commend  it  to 
^parents  and  young  people. 


From  Rev.  Robert  Allyn, 

President  McKendree  College,  Lebanon,  111. 

Mr.  Bill,  — Allow  me  to  express  to  you  my 
sincere  congratulations  on  the  publication  of  the 
"  Young  People's  Illustrated  Bible  History."  I 
have  examined  it  very  carefully,  and  am  certain 
that  it  is  an  instructive  and  useful  book.  And  it 
surely  will  be  a  valuable  aid  to  the  youth  of  our 
land,  in  gaining  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
great  truths  and  important  facts  of  the  sacred 
history  of  our  race.  Its  brief  paragraphs  and 
familiar  style  will  make  it  convenient  for  a  va- 
cant half-hour;  and  the  often-repeated  moral 
admonitions  render  it  very  promising  of  good. 
I  trust  it  may  meet  with  a  large  sale,  and  accom- 
plish valuable  results. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

ROBERT  ALLYN. 

From  Hon.  Henry  P.  Haven, 

Ex-Mayor  of  New  London,  Conn. 
"While  no  other  words  can  equal  in  force  and 
beauty  the  inspired  text,  yet  I  can  readily  see 
that  the  "Young  People's  Bible  History "  pre- 
sents the  interesting  incidents  of  the  sacred  nar- 
rative in  an  attractive  form  to  the  young. 

Very  truly  yours, 

HENRY  P.  HAVEN. 


From  Rev.  William  I*.  Gaylord, 

Pastor  Pearl-Street  Cong.  Church,  Nashua,  N.H. 

I  have  read  with  care  several  chapters  of  the 
"  Young  People's  Bible  History,"  and  it  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  an  exceedingly  valuable  work. 
It  aims  to  give  the  substance  of  sacred  history  in 
simple  and  attractive  lessons  adapted  to  the  pe- 
culiar wants  of  youthful  minds;  and  this  result 
is  most  happily  accomplished.  I  think  the  vol- 
ume will  prove  one  of  great  value  to  parents  and 
Sabbath-school  teachers  in  their  efforts  to  in- 
struct the  young  in  biblical  knowledge. 

WILLIAM  L.  GAYLORD. 


From  Rev.  E.  M.  Haynes, 

Pastor  First  Baptist  Church,  Lewiston,  Me. 
The  "  Illustrated  Bible  "  for  Young  People  is 
a  work  of  great  merit.  Having  examined  the 
work,  I  can  most  heartily  recommend  it  to  sub- 
scribers. As  it  purports  to  be,  it  is  adapted  to 
the  understanding  of  children,  and  cannot  fail  to 
interest  and  instruct  them,  or  even  an  older  class 
of  readers. 

The  Creation,  the  Flood,  the  Bondage  and  De- 
liverance of  Israel,  the  remarkable  men  and 
women  and  children  mentioned  in  Holy  Writ, 
including  nearly  all  of  the  great  events  of  sacred 
history,  together  with  the  teachings  of  Christ 
and  his  apostles,  —  all  subjects  of  great  impor- 
tance to  young  and  old,  —  are  treated  in  a  style 
that  is  at  once  simple  and  attractive.  But  the 
chief  attractions  and  value  of  the  book  are  the 
appropriate  moral  reflections  of  the  authors, 
and  the  admirable  illustrations,  many  of  which 
are  new.  E.  M.  HAYNES. 


From  Rev.  I*.  H.  Cobb, 

Pastor  Congregational  Church,  Springfield,  Vt. 

I  have  examined  the  "  Young  People's  Bible 
History,"  published  by  Hon.  Henry  Bill  of  Nor- 
wich,  Conn.  I  am  charmed  with  the  beautiful, 
easy  flow  of  thought,  and  thoroughly  evangeli- 
cal spirit,  with  which  the  grand  outline  of  Bible 
history  is  here  drawn.  It  will  be  of  great  value 
to  every  parent  and  Sabbath-school  teacher  who 
wishes  to  help  the  young  understand,  and  love 
the  Bible.  I  most  heartily  commend  it. 

L.  H.  COBB. 


From  Rev.  J.  C.  W.  Coxe, 

Pastor  Methodist-Episcopal  Church,  Spring- 

Ihave  examined  the  "Young  People's  Bible 
History,"  and  feel  prepared  to  cordially  com- 
mend it  as  a  work  of  substantial  merit.  Its  ac- 
curacy in  matters  of  fact,  its  beauty  of  style  in 
narration,  the  elegance  of  its  illustrations,  to- 
gether with  the  valuable  compendium  of  tables, 
render  it  a  work  suitable  and  attractive  alike  for 
young  and  old.  For  Sabbath-school  teachers  it 
will  prove  a  choice  handbook  ;  and  parents  will 
find  it  a  valuable- addition  to  the  family  library. 

J.  C.  W.  COXE. 


From  Rev.  A.  B.  Dascomb, 

Pastor  Congregational  Church,  Woodstock,  Vt. 

I  have  examined  the  "  Young  People's  Bible 
History ;  "  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  work  cal- 
culated to  interest  and  instruct  the  young,  and 
also  many  who  are  old,  in  Bible  scenes  and 
events  and  truths,  and  to  be  worthy  a  place  on 
the  table  of  those  who  have  regard  for  the  Holy 
Scriptures.  A.  B.  DASCOMB. 


From  Rev.  J.  O.  Drumm, 

Pastor  St.  James  Church,  Woodstock,  Vt. 
I  have  examined  the  "Young  People's  Il- 
lustrated Bible  History ;  "  and  my  opinion  is, 
that  it  is  one  of  the  best  books  of  the  day.  What 
we  need  for  children  and  youth  is  something  to 
simplify  the  Holy  Bible,  and  make  it  more  at- 
tractive. This  is  found  in  the  book  spoken  of 
above.   Let  all  who  possibly  can  purchase  it. 

J.  O.  DRUMM. 

From  Rev.  Moses  Kidder, 

Pastor  Christian  Church,  Woodstock,  Vt. 
I  regard  the  "  Young  People's  Bible  History" 
as  a  book  of  much  value,  both  for  its  religious 
influence  upon  the  mind,  and  the  amount  of  use- 
ful information  it  contains.  The  Sunday-school 
teacher,  and  all  others  interested  in  Bible  history 
and  knowledge,  I  think  will  find  in  it  a  help. 

MOSES  BIDDER. 

From  Rev.  N.  W.  Wilder, 

Pastor  Methodist -Episcopal  Church,  Wood- 
stock, Vt. 

After  having  examined  the  book  entitled  the 
"  Young  People's  Bible  History,"  I  can  recom- 
mend it  as  a  book  calculated  to  be  of  great  ser- 
vice in  making  the  leading  historical  events  of 
the  Bible  familiar  to  the  young.  Too  much  at- 
tention of  the  right  kind  cannot  be  given  in  the 
direction  of  making  the  moral  and  religious 
teachings  of  the  best  of  all  books  impressive. 
This  work  I  think  well  adapted  to  interest 
deeply  all  classes,  young  and  old. 

N.  W.  WILDER. 
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From  Rev.  I».  W.  Brigham, 

Pastor  Liberal-Christian  Church,  Rutland,  Vt. 
I  consider  the  "  Young  People's  Bible  His- 
tory" a  valuable  work  for  the  young,  and  all 
interested  in  the  study  of  the  Bible.  I  would 
cheerfully  recommend  it  to  the  attention  of  all 
such.  L.  W.  BRIGHAM. 


From  Rev.  Miles  Grant, 

Second- Advent  Preacher,  Boston,  Mass. 
I  have  examined  the  "Young  People's  Bible 
History,"  and  am  much  pleased  with  it.  It  tills 
a  vacuum  in  biblical  literature  that  has  been 
long  felt.  It  is  the  best  thing  of  the  kind  I  have 
ever  seen ;  and  I  most  cheerfully  commend  it  to 
all  parents  and  the  young. 

MILES  GRANT. 

From  Rev.  James  Gibson  Johnson, 

Pastor  Congregational  Church,  Rutland,  Vt. 
Any  book  is  of  great  value  that  will  bring 
forcibly  before  the  minds  of  the  young  the  facts 
of  the  Bible.  I  am  glad  to  recommend  this 
"Young  People's  Bible  History"  as  a  very- 
good  book  of  this  kind.  I  hope  the  circulation, 
already  wide,  may  be  greatly  extended. 

JAMES  G.  JOHNSON. 

From  Rev.  B.  M.  Hall, 

Pastor  Methodist-Episcopal  Church,  Rutland. 
Vt. 

The  "Young  People's  Bible  History"  must, 
in  my  opinion,  be  valuable  to  the  class  for  which 
it  is  designed.  I  cheerfully  recommend  it  to  the 
families  in  every  community. 

B.  M.  HALL. 


From  Rev.  J.  C.  Carpenter, 

Pastor  Baptist  Church,  Pittsford,  Vt. 
The  "  Young  People's  Illustrated  Bi- 
ble History."  —  Having  examined  the  above- 
named  work,  I  can  heartily  recommend  it,  es- 
pecially to  the  class  of  persons  for  which  it  is 
intended.  J.  C.  CARPENTER. 

From  Rev.  E.  N.  Fernald, 

Pastor  Free-Baptist  Church,  Auburn,  Me. 
I  have  examined  the  "  Young  People's  Bible 
History,"  and  am  delighted  with  it.  It  is  a  book 
to  be  read  with  interest,  and  remembered  with 
ease  Its  aim  is  a  noble  one,  and  it  hits  its 
mark.  Its  style  is  simple,  clear,  and  vigorous ; 
and  its  illustrations  are  excellent.  I  have  bought 
it,  and  advise  all  my  friends  to  do  the  same.  Its 
perusal  cannot  fail  to  awaken  in  any  mind  a  new 
interest  in  the  inspired  narratives  of  the  Bible. 

E.  N.  FERNALD. 

From  Rev.  W.  T.  Sleeper, 

Sherman,  Me. 
I  consider  the  "  Young  People's  Illustrated 
Bible  History  "  one  of  the  best  and  most  inter- 
esting works  published  in  this  country.  I  have 
examined  it  quite  thoroughly,  and  have  read 
many  of  its  chapters,  and  can  say  it  is  just  the 
book  to  make  the  young  people  interested  in  the 
Scriptures.  It  will  help  both  old,  and  young  to 
read  the  word  understandingly.  1  like  this  book 
because  the  children  will  read  it.  You  are  doing 
much  good  while  you  spread  the  seed  by  selling 
this  book  throughout  the  country. 

W.  T.  SLEEPER. 


From  Rev.  G.  H.  Townsend, 

Pastor  Methodist  Church,  Pittsford,  Vt. 
The  "  Young  People's  Illustrated  Bible  His- 
tory" is,  undoubtedly,  a  very  good  work;  and 
I  should  be  happy  to  see  it  in  every  family  in 
my  congregation,  and  especially  in  the  hands  of 
our  young  people. 

G.  H.  TOWNSEND. 


From  Rev.  George  Harris,  Jun., 

Pastor  Congregational  Church,  Auburn,  Me. 
I  recommend  the  "  Young  People's  Bible  His- 
tory "  because,  and  only  because,  I  like  it.  It  is 
not  a  "  milk-and-water"  production,  but  has  the 
cream  of  the  Bible.  It  is  reliable,  clear,  inter- 
esting. The  engravings  have  real  artistic  merit. 
J  would  gladly  see  the  book  in  every  house. 

GEORGE  HARRIS,  Jun.  . 

From  Hon.  Sidney  Perham, 

Governor  of  Maine. 
I  have  examined  with  care  the  "  Young  Peo- 
ple's Illustrated  Bible  History."  published  by 
Henry  Bill.  It  presents  in  a  simple  and  compre- 
hensive style  the  leading  events  recorded  in  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments,  with  the  lives  of  the 
Patriarchs,  Christ,  and  the  Apostles,  and  many 
other  persons  prominently  referred  to  in  Bible 
history. 

The  work  is  intended  especially  for  young 
people,  as  its  title  indicates;  but  it  cannot  fail 
to  be  interesting  and  profitable  to  persons  of 
mature  years.  I  take  pleasure  in  recommend 
ing  this  work  to  all  the  people  whether  young 
or  old.  SIDNEY  PERHAM. 


From  Rev.  G.  P.  Mathews, 

Pastor  Baptist  Church,  Auburn,  Me. 

Having  carefully  examined,  by  reading,  the 
"  Young  People's  Bible  History,"  with  an  intro- 
duction by  Rev.  Dr.  Bond,  I  am  prepared  to 
give  it  my  hearty  recommendation  as  one  of  the 
best  books  of  the  day. 

While  it  cannot  fail  to  interest  and  instruct 
and  bless  the  young  who  carefully  read  it,  it 
cannot  be  read  by  persons  of  any  age,  and  of 
the  highest  culture,  without  strengthening  their 
confidence  and  increasing  their  interest  in  that 
Holy  Word  of  God,  which  reveals  salvation 
and  the  heavenly  home. 

G.  P.  MATHEWS. 


From  Rev.  S.  W.  McCollister, 

Pastor  Universalist  Church,  Nashua,  N.H. 
We  have  the  "Young  People's  Bible  History" 
in  our  family,  and  our  children  enjoy  reading 
it  very  much.  With  great  pleasure  we  can  rec- 
ommend it  as  a  work  well  calculated  to  meet 
the  wants  of  the  young. 

S.  W.  McOOLLISTER. 


From  Rev.  A.  F.  Vancise, 

Pastor  Universalist  Church,  Auburn,  T 
Having  taken  but  a  hasty  survey  of  the  ' 
tents  and  engravings  of  the  "  Young  Pe«| 
Bible  History,"  I  yet  take  great  pleasures 
recommending  it  to  young  and  old  as  a  simj 
and  useful  paraphrase  of  the  Holy  Book,  wh. 
should  be  known  and  loved  by  all 
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From  Hon.  Lemuel  Allan  "Wilmot, 

Governor  of  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick. 
Government  House,  Frederickton. 
I  have  read  several  chapters  in  the  "Young 
People's  Bible  History,"  both  from  the  Old  and 
tfew  Testament;  and  the  more  I  have  read  the 
better  I  like  it.  This  valuable  book  should  form 
\  part  of  the  library  for  young  people  in  every 
household.  The  editor  has  shown  great  judg- 
ment and  good  taste  in  hia  choice  of  words,  and 
he  occasional  interrogatives  are  effective  and 
veil  put. 

Its  highest  recommendation  is,  that  it  is  all 
i5ible  truth,  and  therefore  must  prove  instruct- 
ive and  useful.  Before  children  have  learned  to 
lead,  parents  will  find  that  they  will  listen  with 
Attention  and  deep  interest  to  the  reading  of  the 
Narratives,  and  will  not  fail  to  understand  and 
tetain  large  portions. 

Such  beautiful  word-pictures  require  no  artis- 
te illustrations.  I  shall  be  delighted  to  hear 
fiat  you  have  sold  many  thousand  copies  in  the 
frovince.  L.  A.  WILMOT. 

I  From  Rev.  Edwards  A.  Park,  D.D., 

Krofessor  Andover  Theological  Seminary,  An- 
dover,  Mass. 

I  Rev.  Dr.  Bond,  the  editor  of  the  "Young 

lleople'sBible  History,"  was  formerly  Professor 
if  Sacred  Literature  in  the  Theological  Sem- 
bary  at  Bangor,  Me.   He  has  also  been  an 

Ktive  and  faithful  pastor  of  important  churches 
\  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut.  He  is  thus 
[ell  qualified  for  superintending  the  publication 
If  a  work  like  the  present.  He  has  edited  the 
Iprkwith  care  and  skill.  His  introduction  con- 
fins  many  valuable  thoughts.  The  title  of  the 
bok  shows  the  design  of  it.  The  young  per- 
jjns,  for  whom  the  History  was  prepared,  will 
I  interested  in  it,  and  will  learn  to  read  the 
|ble  with  quickened  attention.  The  value  of 
|e  book  has  been  proved  by  experience.  May 
mave  a  large  circulation ! 

EDWARDS  A.  PARK. 

From  Rev.  Austin  Phelps,  D.D., 

ofessor  Andover  Theological  Seminary,  An- 
dover, Mass. 
Ihave  examined  the  "Young  People's  Bible 
(story,"  edited  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bond,  and  find 
to  be  a  very  complete  and  judiciously  ar- 
(bged  compendium  of  the  Biblical  narrative. 
1  cannot  fail  to  be  a  valuable  addition  to  family 
jraries.  The  Introduction,  Appendix,  and 
|ronological  Table,  add  much  to  its  worth.  It 
tan  excellent  aid  to  parents  in  regulating  the 
Ibbath-reading  of  children. 

AUSTIN  PHELPS. 


From  Rev.  N.  McKay, 

astor  St.  David's  Church,  St.  John,  N.B. 

Second  Commendation. 
ome  time  ago  I  felt  warranted,  from  a  cur- 
\y  examination,  to  express  a  favorable  opinion 
the  "Young  People's  Bible  History." 

have   now  had   ample   opportunity  of 
roughly  examining  the  work,  having  read 
hrough,  and  many  parts  of  it  often,  to  my 
i  little  ones ;  and  I  am  happy  to  say,  that  I 
k  more  and  more  of  the  work  every  day. 
le  ones  will  not  only  listen  with  interest  to 
e  chapters,  but  will  lay  aside  their  favorite 
s,  and  plead  to  have  the  book  read  to  them  ; 
+<->  older  folks  the  book  contains  valuable 
and  interesting  delineations  of  the 
•ing  stories  of  the  Holy  Book.   I  feel  that  I 
t  too  highly  reepmmend  it ;  and  I  am  glad 
ays  to  meet  it  on  the  tables  of  the  families 
>m  I  am  in  the  habit  of  professionally  visit- 
N.  McKAY. 


From  Rev.  James  J.  Hill, 

Rector  of  Trinity  Church,  St.  John,  N.B. 
I  have  carefully  looked  over  the  "Young 
People's  Bible  History,"  and  consider  it  a  work 
admirably  suited  to  win  the  attention  of  children, 
and  even  of  their  elders.  It  is  the  best  thing  of 
the  kind  that  I  have  met  with,  and  I  can  confi- 
dently recommend  it  for  its  intrinsic  worth  and 
the  pure  Saxon  dress  in  which  it  is  clothed. 

JAMES  J.  HILL. 

From  Rev.  G.  M.  "W.  Carey, 

Pastor  G-ermain  Street  Baptist  Church,  St. 
John,  N.B. 

I  have  had  the  "Young  People's  Bible  His- 
tory" in  my  family  for  two  months;  and,  after 
repeated  examinations,  I  am  more  and  more 
deeply  convinced  that  it  is  a  work  of  rare  ex- 
cellence, and  great  value,  supplying  a  felt  and 
acknowledged  want  in  fireside,  Sabbath-school, 
and  Bible-class  instruction.  The  book  grows 
upon  me  as  I  read  it ;  and  I  am  confident  that 
every  one  who  peruses  it  attentively  will  be 
both  pleased  and  profited  in  an  increasing  de- 
gree. G.  M.  W.  CAREY. 

From  Gordon  Hall,  D.D., 

Pastor'Cong.  Church,  Northampton,  Mass. 
I  have  examined  with  some  carefulness  the 
"Young  People's  Bible  History."  It  is  an  ex- 
cellent compendium  of  Scripture  narrative.  The 
subjects  of  the  chapters  are  interesting,  the 
style  is  simple,  easy,  and  lively,  the  spirit  and 
sentiment  of  the  work  evangelical,  and  there  is 
much  valuable  information  given  by  the  maps 
and  tables.  It  is  a  valuable  book  for  young 
people,  and  for  old  people  likewise,  good  to 
have  in  any  family,  and  likely  to  promote  the 
reading  and  knowledge  of  the  Holy  Bible. 

GORDON  HALL. 

From  Rev.  G.  P.  Mathews, 

Pastor  Court  Street  Baptist  Church,  Auburn,  Me. 
Second  Commendation. 
Having  carefully  examined  the  "  Young  Peo- 
ple's Bible  History,"  I  am  prepared  to  give  it 
my  hearty  recommendation  as  one  of  the  rare 
books  of  the  day.  As  a  species  of  compendium 
of  Biblical  History,  it  is  the  best  book  I  ever 
read.  The  simplicity,  clearness,  and  dignity  of 
its  style,  the  freshness  with  which  the  facts  and 
lessons  of  the  Bible  are  presented,  its  spirit  of 
catholicity  and  sincere  faithfulness,  its  beautiful 
illustrations  and  almost  faultless  type,  give  it  a 
special  adaptedness  for  religious  reading  and 
for  awakening  in  the  minds  of  all  a  new  interest 
in  the  study  of  the  Bible. 

G.  P.  MATHEWS. 

From  Rev.  Fales  Henry  Newhall.D.D., 

Pastor  South  Common  Street,  M.  E.  Church, 
Lynn,  Mass. 
I  have  for  some  time  used  the  "Young  Peo- 
ple's Bible  History  "  in  my  family,  and  regard 
it  as  the  best  work  of  the  kind  that  I  have  ever 
met.  FALES  HENRY  NEWHALL. 

From  Rev.  Geo.  C.  Pennell, 

Clinton  Co.,  Associate  Mission  Diocese  of  Al- 
bany, St.  John  Rectory,  N.Y. 
As  far  as  I  have  examined  the  "  Young  Peo- 
ple's Bible  History,"  I  am  much  pleased  with  it. 
I  think  it  is  a  useful  book  for  Sabbath-school 
teachers.  The  tables  afford  much  information 
that  would  require  much  time  to  collect.  It 
also  affords  a  book  of  instruction,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  of  recreation  to  children  on  Sundays. 

GEO.  C.  PENNELL. 


12 


From  W.  A.  Stearns,  LL..D.,  D.B., 

President  Amherst  College,  Amherst,  Mass. 

I  have  spent  a  few  moments  in  looking  over 
the  book  entitled  the  "Young  People's  Bible 
History;"  and  from  its  appearance,  and  my 
knowledge  of  the  editor,  I  presume  it  is  an  ex- 
cellent volume  for  the  purposes  intended. 

W.  A.  STEARNS. 

From  Rev.  Ii.  P.  Hicbok,  D.D., 

Amherst,  Mass. 
I  know  Dr.  Bond  vjell,  and  am  sure  his  work 
is  excellent  and  desirable.     L.  P.  HICKOK. 

From  Rev.  E.  Mills, 

Pastor  Baptist  Church,  Rutland,  Vt. 
This  certifies,  that  while  I  would  not  indis- 
criminately or  carelessly  recommend  subscrip- 
tion books,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  would  caution 
the  public  in  regard  to  them ;  yet,  having  a  copy 
of  the  "Young  People's  Bible  History"  in  my 
house  for  months,  I  can  speak  of  it  as  an  ex- 
cellent and  interesting  book  to  place  in  the 
hands  of  children  and  youth ;  and,  indeed,  for 
parents  and  Sabbath-school  teachers,  as  it  tells 
in  a  familiar  way  the  personal  history  of  the 
Bible,  which  we  all  do  or  ought  to  love  as  the 
best  of  books.  E.  MILLS. 

From  Rev.  J.  W.  Alderman, 

Pastor  M.  E.  Church,  Glen's  Falls,  N.Y. 
After  an  examination  of  the  "  Young  People's 
Bible  History,"  I  have  no  hesitancy  in  pro- 
nouncing it  the  best  work  of  the  kind  I  have 
ever  examined.  I  hope  all  the  families  of  our 
church  will  place  a  copy  of  the  work  in  their 
libraries.  It  will  be  found  attractive  alike  to 
the  old  as  well  as  the  young,  and  will  be  an 
invaluable  aid  to  parents  and  Sabbath-school 
teachers  in  instructing  and  interesting  the  chil- 
dren. It  is  but  seldom  that  I  find  a  work  of 
which  I  am  willing  to  give  a  written  recommen- 
dation, but  this  iS  MOST  CHEERFULLY  done. 

J.  W.  ALDERMAN. 

From  Rev.  X>.  Brongh, 

Pastor  M.  E.  Church,  Warrensburgh,  N.Y. 
From  what  I  have  seen  of  the  "Young  Peo- 

Ele's  Bible  History,"  I  pronounce  it  a  useful 
ook  for  not  only  the  young,  but  for  all  classes. 

D.  BROUGH. 

From  E.  A.  Smith,  M.D., 

Clairvoyant  Physician,  Brandon,  Vt. 
This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  very  carefully 
examined  the  "Young  People's  Bible  History," 
and  cheerfully  add  my  name  to  the  many  testi- 
monials in  its  favor. 

I  consider  it  a  work  of  great  interest  to  both 
old  and  young,  and  one  that  should  be  in  every 
family.   I  heartily  recommend  it  to  all. 

E.  A.  SMITH,  Spiritualist. 

From  Rev.  Win.  H.  Savory, 

Pastor  Unitarian  Church,  Ellsworth,  Me. 
I  am  glad  to  record  my  good  impression  of 
the  "Young  People's  Illustrated  Bible  His- 
tory," so  far  as  I  have  examined  contents.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  very  useful  and  valuable 
work  for  teachers  in  our  Sunday  schools  as  well 
as  for  home  use.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  cheerfully 
recommend  the  book.      WM.  H.  SAVORY. 

From  Rev.  A.  Jndson  Allen, 

Pastor  Baptist  Church,  Ticonderoga,  N.Y. 

To  whom  it  may  concern.  This  certifies  that 
I  have  examined  the  entire  copy  of  the  "  Young 
People's  Illustrated  Bible  History,"  and  I  regard 
it  a  valuable  help  in  the  study  of  the  sacred 
scriptures,  and  commend  it  to  Sabbath-school 
teachers,  scholars,  and  general  readers. 

A.  JUDSON  ALLEN. 


From  Rev.  A.  J.  Fennel, 

Pastor  Presbyterian  Church,  Glens  Falls,  N.Y. 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  examined  the 
"Young  People's  Bible  History,"  and  I  deem 
it  well  adapted  to  be  interesting  and  instructive 
to  all  readers.  Its  simple  language  and  accu- 
rate statements  of  Bible  events  render  it  an  ex- 
cellent book  for  young  persons. 

I  most  cheerfully  recommend  it  as  a  good 
family  book.  A.  J.  FENNEL. 

From  Rev.  E.  R.  Sawyer, 

Pastor  Baptist  Church,  Sandy  Hill,  N.Y. 
I  cheerfully  concur  with  the   opinion  ex- 
pressed above.  E.  R.  SAWYER. 

From  Rev.  C.  H.  Nash, 

Pastor  Baptist  Church,  Glens  Falls,  N.Y. 
I  heartily  recommend  the  "  Young  People's 
Bible  History,"  as  a  family  book  and  as  a  work 
especially  adapted  to  the  young.  "While  serving 
for  a  commentary,  it  also  presents  the  events  of 
the  Bible  in  a  continuous  history,  a  help  to 
those  who  seek  explanation,  and  by  its  style 
inviting  to  all  who  have  a  taste  for  reading. 

C.  H.  NASH. 

From  Rev.  James  Lamb, 

Pastor  Presbyterian  Church,  Caldwell,  Warren 
Co.,  N.Y. 

I  have  examined  with  considerable  care  the 
"Young  People's  Bible  History,"  and  heartily 
recommend  it  as  a  work  of  great  value.  It  is 
intended  specially  for  the  young,  but  will  also 
interest  and  instruct  those  of  maturer  years. 
I  hope  it  may  have  a  place  in  every  family. 

JAMES  LAMB. 

From  Rev.  E.  E.  Curtis, 
Pastor  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church,  Hague, 
Warren  Co.,  N.Y. 
A  copy  of  the  "  Young  People's  Bible  His- 
tory "  having  been  put  into  my  hands  by  E.  G. 
Ruggles,  I  have  given  it  a  brief  examination, 
and  can  cheerfully  recommend  it  to  all  Bible 
students,  and  especially  the  young,  as  a  concise, 
interesting,  and  valuable  book.  The  chronolo- 
gical table  contains  a  store  of  knowledge  that 
would  require  much  earnest  study  to  obtain 
elsewhere.  E.  E.  CURTIS. 

From  Rev.  William  Schonler,  Jim., 

Rector  St.  Thomas's  Church,  Brandon,  Vt. 
From  a  brief  examination  of  the  work  entitled 
"  Young  People's  Bible  History,"  I  think  I  can 
safely  recommend  it  as  interesting  and  useful, 
and  a  work  which,  it  may  be  hoped,  will  lead  to 
a  fuller  study  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, — one  that 
will  be  of  interest  and  service  to  both  old  and 
young,  though  designed  especially  for  the  latter 
class  of  readers. 

WILLIAM  SCHOULER,  Jr. 

From  Rev.  John  Wallace, 

Pastor  M.  E.  Church,  Morristown,  Vt. 

"  The  Young  People's  Illustrated  Bible  His- 
tory" is  a  book  well  worthy  of  a  place  in  thr 
library  of  every  family,  and  is  particularl 
instructive  to  the  young. 

Parents,  buy  it.  JOHN  WALLACT 

From  Rev.  II.  H.  Weill, 

Fort  Edward,  N.Y. 
The  name  of  Dr.  Bond  is  in  itself  suffici 
recommendation  for  any  book  which  appc. 
from  his  hand.    All  the  examination  I  hs 
been  able  to  give  the  "  Young  People's  B:  *» 
History  "  assures  me  that  it  is  well  calcul  t 
to  increase  the  study  of  and  interest  in 
Bible  on  the  part  of  the  young.   A  book  whic 
can  accomplish  this  is  of  great  value  to  any  pe 
son.  II.  H.  NEILL. 
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